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INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Hunt Reports

Member Photos

Calendar of Coming Events

Registration for Chapter Hunts 

COMING EVENTS

Annual BBQ and Shoot, Aug. 27  
Annual Feed the Hungry, Sept.

Board of Directors Meetings 

3rd Thursday of each month  
Please call Beverly Valdez at 650-627-7601



ANGEL RANCH PARCELS in Humboldt County: Angel  6  (on the left) is 37+/-acres, mainly timbered, with approx. 2 acres of open 
grassland.  There are spectacular views to the Mad River Valley and beyond, available with a little tree cutting.  Approx. 645MBF of 
timber, about half marketable, with a NTMP on file.   A creek also runs through this parcel that enjoys blacktail deer, bear, quail 
and others.  $350,000 

Angel 1 ( on the right) has approx. 14 acres of land with some marketable timber, about 1.5 acres open grassland and also front-
age on a perennial stream.  It also has an NTMP on file.  Wildlife includes blacktail deer, bear, quail and more.  $300,000 

106 +/- ACRE SNOWLINE RANCH in Trinity County 
backs up to USFS for privacy and abundant wildlife.  
Main home enjoys the panoramic views, as does the 
guest house.  Set up for cattle and horses with barn,  
4 stall horse barn, washing station, squeeze chute,   
corrals and more.  Nearby Hayfork provides services 
and a handy airport.  Most ranch equipment is includ-
ed and adds substantial value.  Seller motivated. 
PRICE REDUCED!  $1,299,000 

HAWKINS BAR 94 +/- ACRES in Trinity County 
offers two homes, barn and outbuildings, very 
large pond, substantial timber and plentiful wa-
ter: spring water feeding into a 2500 gallon 
tank; a large pond; and irrigation water rights 
from Hawkins Creek.  Backs up to USFS and has 
abundant wildlife and great hunting opportuni-
ties.  $1,490,000 
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SPECIAL NOTICE

The contents and opinions expressed in Base Camp are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Safari Club International San Francisco Bay Area Chapter or the general membership. Information 
and articles in this newsletter are intended to inform the members about chapter activities and present various 
viewpoints and issues of general interest. Base Camp, however, cannot verify or be responsible for the accuracy  
of statements made in the articles and columns written by the newsletter staff or guest authors. 

CIRCULATION AND ADVERTISING POLICY

BECOME A FAN! 
If you are on Facebook, become a FAN  
of SCI-SFBay now to get the latest breaking  
news first. Just look for Safari Club - SF Bay.

You can also become a FAN of SCI National.  
Just enter SCI in the Facebook search box  
and join. 
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Treasurer ........................................... Jim Peters 
Past President ......................... Dwight Ortmann

Board of Directors

Awards Dinner  ...........................Robert Lawson
Base Camp Editor........................Beverly Valdez 
Budget Committee ...........................  Jim Peters
Conservation ........................... Dwight Ortmann
Crab Feed ........................................Tom Enberg
Cubs ............................................. Ed Buchanan
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Fundraiser Chair .........................Robert Lawson 
Fundraiser Financial Liaison .............. Jim Peters
Humanitarian ............................  Mike Davidson
Legislative .........................................Bob Keagy 
Marketing & PR .......................... Richard Pierce
Membership .................................Tom Mattusch 
Veteran’s Activities...................Glenn Chrisman
Sables ....................................Diane Sheardown 
Chapter Administrator .................Beverly Valdez

Chairpersons

Past Presidents’ Council

Business Ads
Full page, 4x per year:  ....... $350 
Half page, 4x per year:  ...... $200 
Quarter page, 4x per year:  ...$75 
Business card, 4x per year:  ..$35 

Supporter Listing, 4x per year:
Bronze  .....................................$25
Silver  ........................................$35
Gold  .........................................$50

We have added several new categories of ads 
for individuals so that you can show your 
support for this award-winning newsletter!

• All ads run for one year, (four issues) printed in black and white. 

• Special pricing for color pages is available by contacting the editor. 

• Advertisers must submit electronic artwork to the Chapter Office 
 10 days before submission deadline. 

• Business card size ads for members for sale of personal property   
 such as sporting equipment or clothing will be accepted. There   
 are no fees for these ads and they will be run for a single issue  
 only unless resubmitted for additional issues. Must follow all  
 guidelines for submission.
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Hello SFBA Friends and Family,

I am pleased to be working with the Board for one more term and with all of 
you to make a stronger, membership-driven chapter, which in turn will benefit 
the entire gamut of activities that we enjoy and promote: from conservation to 
education, veteran’s and youth activities, and, of course, hunting. With your 
help and our combined efforts we can achieve many goals. Please feel free to 
contact me at any time with your ideas or concerns.

Did you miss the recent Wild Game Dinner? As always, Chef A.J. wow’ed us 
with his culinary skills. Awards for hunting were plentiful and we all had a good 
time hearing about the many hunts of our fellow members and seeing the photos. You can catch just a glimpse of the 
event on pages 19-21.  Look for this event next year on MAY 20, 2018 — add the date to your calendar now and make it 
a priority to attend and invite your friends! This is one of the most fun activities of the year!

Next up is our annual BBQ and Sporting Clay Shoot. You’ll enjoy a wild game BBQ of elk  burgers, salads and the rest 
of BBQ heaven. As always, we’ve invited the Golden Gate Chapter to challenge us – practice up and let’s show them 
who has the best shooters in California! Register today online or see page 22 for more information.

Following the BBQ very quickly is the annual Feed the Hungry at San Jose Emmanuel House. This is a great 
opportunity for us to help the community and for you to get involved. We often have youth members join us in plating 
and serving at this event; it’s a great experience for them and they get community service credits for school. Be sure to 
contact Richard Pierce for more information.

We have several chapter hunts this year. One has already taken place at what many are calling the “EZ ON - EZ OFF” 
hunting location of Castro Valley. Another chapter hunt is set for October at Arrow Five in northern California. We still 
have one space left on this hunt so let Beverly know right away if you are interested! There will be other chapter hunts 
throughout the coming months, including another pig hunt, a chapter deer hunt to Wyoming in 2018, and more.

If you have an idea for a future chapter hunt, give me a call or send me an email and we will try to arrange it. Chapter 
hunts are a good way to get to know your fellow members and they can be any kind of hunt – pig, deer, turkey, even 
exotics. Just let me know what you are thinking and we’ll get to work on it.

Do you have friends and family that hunt but hasn’t yet joined SCI or the chapter? Share your newsletter with them 
and let them know it’s a good thing to support all species and all hunting! Many people join specific conservation 
organizations such as the Elk Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, Wild Sheep Foundation, etc. But SCI supports ALL 
hunting and all species. Don’t ignore your special species but be sure that SCI is on your list too. It takes all of us 
working together to make a difference in how hunting is represented in California! You might be surprised how many 
people are willing to join – they just need to be asked. And that’s where you come in.

Please continue to send your photos and hunt stories, recommended outfitters, or those you wouldn’t recommend.  
Your input helps to make this an award-winning publication!  Do you remember your first hunt? Was it a raving success 
that made you want to keep hunting or a dismal failure that made you want to try again and again until you succeeded? 
A short story about that hunt published in the newsletter can be a great remembrance for your children, grandchildren, 
and family friends. It’s always fun to remember the good old times, even if they were just last year, last month, or last 
week! Give Beverly a call if you don’t want to write and she will help write it for you. 

Come join us at upcoming events and bring your friends! Remember we are “First for Hunters” and “First for Wildlife” 
– your membership dollars help to support both aspects.

Robbie Lawson,  
President, SCI  
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter  
mogombo1@yahoo.com  
650.504.3400 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Above: Art French with russian black 
bear. Far right 3 photos: John Ware and 
Beverly Valdez with red stag, black buck 
and wild boar at Algar Safaris. Right: 
Chapter pig hunt with Josh Peixoto (JP 
Guide Service).

Above: Father and son members, Randy and Todd Ellingwood 
at Birds Landing. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017

August 27, 2017 
Annual BBQ and Shoot 
Coyote Valley Sporting Clays, 
Morgan Hill

September, 2017
Annual Feed the Hungry at  
San Jose Salvation Army

Contact rlpiercelaw@gmail.com  
for information 

October 24 – 30, 2017
Chapter Hunt at Arrow Five 2017  
in Northern California.

Don’t miss your opportunity to 
hunt California blacktail with the 
great team at Arrow Five. Jim and 
TinaMarie Schaafsma will host 5 
hunters. Only one spots remains! 
Total cost is $2500.

February 24, 2018 
Annual Greater Bay Area Fundraiser 
Blackhawk Country Club,  
599 Blackhawk Club Drive, 
Danville, CA

Left and Center: Steve Taylor with red 
stag and fallow deer – Algar Safaris. 
Below: John Russell, more than  
enough quail!

Far Left: Dwight Ortmann, bear  
– Ironwheel Montana Left: Tom 
Mattusch in Washington with Sherry 
Maddox and Chris Cox. Above: Edie 
Ortmann, turkey.
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Top left: Bob Keagy with the largest 
Yellowfin tuna (“Ahi’) taken in waters 
around Lahaina so far this year. It 
created something of a stir, and made 
the local papers. Mike’s MahiMahi 
was 28 or so pounds. Top Right: Tom 
Mattusch, salmon. Above: Tom Mattusch 
Costa Rica Snapper. Right 3 photos: 
Tom and Lisa Mattusch with rooster fish.  
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Top: Gabriella Papapietro fishing with 
mom Fran. Left Center: Youth pheasant 
hunt. Above: Conor Pierce - whitetail 
Reich Ranch. Left: Richard Papapietro 
III with ducks. 

DONATE YOUR WILD  
GAME AND FISH –  
CLEAR THE FREEZER FOR 
THE COMING SEASON! 

Your game and fish 
donations are always 
needed to support our on-
going humanitarian efforts. 
We donate to the San 
Jose Salvation Army, the 
Peninsula Italian-American 
Social Club, and to the San 
Mateo Samaritan House. 
These organizations are 
always in need to help the 
homeless and hungry – do 
your part by donating! 

The next donation date is 
scheduled in September 
when we will once again 
be donating to the San 
Jose Salvation Army and 
helping to cook and serve 
in our Feed The Hungry 
celebration of National 
Hunting and Fishing Day. 
If you are interested in 
getting involved please 
contact Richard Pierce 
(rlpiercelaw@gmail.com). 

Deliver your donations 
anytime to Dwight 
Ortmann’s office at 2596 
Bay Road in Redwood City 
(conveniently located just 
off 101 at Woodside Rd exit) 
Monday to Friday 9am to 
4pm. Or contact Dwight for 
additional information at 
650-556-5882.
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This Page: Hilary Goldschlager  
- Great African Adventure. 13 animals: 
elephant, hippo, kudu, klipspringer, 
bushbuck, eland, red lechwe, lion, &  
a few others! 



WEST AFRICA HUNTING WITH SAFARIS CHELET – BY BOB KEAGYMEMBER PHOTOS

11

MEMBER PHOTOS

Top Left and Right: Paul Williamson 
Patagonia ram and wild goat at  
Algar Safaris. Center and Left: Richard 
Papapietro, African safari. 
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AFRICA HUNT – BY JOHN RUSSELL

A pair of Waterbuck could be 

seen on a far ridge grazing 

in the morning sun. My 

PH Jaco, of Game Trackers 

Africa, said that the bull had 

nice horns and we should set 

up a stalk. We quickly drove 

to the far side of the hill and 

slowly crept to the ridge top 

above were the pair had been 

spotted. Being careful of the 

wind and trying not to spook 

the quarry, Jaco, our tracker 

Rudy and I crept over the 

rocky hillside to try to get a 

shot at the bull. 

We went to the area where they 
were last spotted only to discover 
that they were no longer around. 
We searched for several minutes 
and our tracker Rudy went off on 
his own to find the elusive animals. 
Rudy soon appeared farther down 
the hill on a rock outcropping 
waving his hand for us to come. 
Jaco and I quickly crept down to 
the rocky point, where we could see 
the bull and the cow walking up the 
side of an adjacent hill. Jaco verified 
that the bull was a shooter and the 
range was 210 yards. I settled into a 
shooting position behind a rock and 
used a jacket to rest the rifle. The 
smack of the bullet hitting home 
could be heard over the muffed 
report of the suppressed 7mm 
Remington Magnum I was using. 
The bull took a couple of steps 

forward and collapsed. That was  
the start of the South African safari 
that I won at the SCI auction in  
Las Vegas.

My son, Bryan and I took twelve 
animals over the next ten days 
of hunting in East Cape. Game 
Tracker’s Africa put my son and 
I up at two different lodges in 
Grahamstown and Graaff-Reinet. 
My wife and daughter decided 
to go on photo safari’s and spent 

several days away. My family and I 
had a wonderful time in East Cape 
and in six to eight months we will 
have our mounts to remind us of 
our adventure. Our guides think 
that eleven of the twelve animals 
harvested will easily make the SCI 
record book. The Gemsbok bull was 
an old warrior with thick bases and 
ground down teeth and horns. His 
worn horns will probably make him 
come up short. Even so, I know that 
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my son will treasure him as a trophy 
for the rest of his life.

The topology of the games reserves 
we hunted remind me of the central 
coast of California and the desert 
around Ridgecrest. The East Cape 
area is currently experiencing a five-
year drought and game numbers 
are slightly down due to reduced 
carrying capacity. My son and I were 
impressed with the numbers and 
variety of different game animals on 
the four – six properties we hunted. 
We took 1 Waterbok, 2 Impala, 2 
Warthogs, 2 Black Wildebeest, 1 

Cape Kudu, 1 Bushbok, 1 Springbok, 
1 Blessbok and 1 Gemsbok. We 
easily could have easily hunted 
more quality animals if desired. The 
hunts were fair chaise with shooting 
distances between 70 – 250 yards. 
Many extended range hunting 
opportunities were available on the 
properties hunted. Gunwerks and 
its crew were being hosted at the 
two lodges we hunted from during 
our safari. 

South Africa was a good primer  
for hunting the Dark Continent. 
My family and I learned many of 

the ins and outs of going on safari 
in Africa. My son and I plan to 
return in the next couple of years. 
Perhaps next time we will go to 
Namibia or Tanzania. 
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One of the first things we did to 
build the quality hunting ranch 
we dreamed of was to hire a 
professional biologist. I had met 
Leif Henderson many years before 
when he guided me on an Axis deer 
hunt on a ranch he was managing. 
I knew at the time that if I was ever 
fortunate to own my own place I 
would be calling him. After many 
years as a biologist for the state 
he started his own business and 
has been helping ranchers all over 
Texas develop amazing trophy deer. 
We had a good head start with the 
quality deer that had been released 
on the ranch which included one 
mature buck and fifteen bred 
does. Through a well-designed 
supplemental feed program, food 
plots, and aggressive culling we 
have already produced several deer 
exceeding 200 inches B&C.

I once read a quote from a famous 
outdoor writer that said a “cull buck” 
was another word for a harvest 
“mistake”. That may be very true on 
some ranches or with some hunters. 
On the SNR we have eight to ten 
game cameras active year-round. 
The game camera maybe the single 
most important innovation in deer 
management. In the fall we view 
five to ten thousand pictures in a 

week. Through viewing so many 
pictures it enables us to study the 
herd and catalog our bucks by age 
class. We use this buck inventory to 
work with our professional biologist 
to evaluate the deer on the ranch. 
Collectively we decide on the bucks 
that will produce and grow the 
biggest trophies in this part of Texas. 
We are very aggressive in culling out 
younger deer, often harvesting 50% 
of the year-old bucks.

Last year we high fenced the 
remaining ranch acreage and began 
to stock this pasture with exotic deer 
and antelope. It has been a learning 
experience and not everything has 
gone smooth in our journey to 
create a legendary ranch. We made 
the mistake of not having a strong 
contract with the fence builders 
which in the end cost us more then 
we budgeted. Twice in the past 
couple of years we have had flash 

floods that knocked down sections 
of fence. We were fortunate that 
this did not happen during hunting 
season and we were able to recover 
the deer that escaped. Last year, 
as the rut was winding down, our 
largest buck was injured in a fight 
with another bruiser. Being in a 
weakened state from the rut he did 
not survive his internal injuries. 
We recovered the antlers and rough 
scored him at 270 inches B&C. What 
makes this more exceptional and 
heartbreaking is he was only three 
years old.

To get our business started we have 
been donating hunts to charity and 
conservation organizations. Many of 
these hunts were for youth hunters. 
We are very blessed at Starry Night 
Ranch to have many great bucks. Yet 
the best trophies we took this past 
year won’t win any contest, or grace 
the cover of any magazines. Most 

Our story began in June of 2014 when we purchased what is now Starry Night Ranch. The 

ranch is located on the western edge of the beautiful Texas Hill Country. We were fortunate 

to find a place that had much of the foundation in place for what we had hoped to build in a 

ranch. The previous year the former owner had high fenced half of the ranch and stocked it 

with sixteen whitetails with improved genetics. The ranch also had a wonderful old log and 

native rock lodge in place. Some recent remolding and upgrades made this 4 bedroom, 2.5 

bath very comfortable. With some hard work and the artist touch of my wife and co-owner it 

is ready to host guest.

BUILDING A LEGEND AND CREATING MEMORIES OF A LIFETIME – BY ROBERT EMMONS
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had less then 8 points and many did 
not even have antlers. These were 
the trophies that were harvested by 
our many youth hunters. Based on 
the excitement created and ear-
to-ear smiles you would think we 
had just shot the biggest deer in 
Texas. For some of the kids it was 
their first deer, or maybe their first 
buck. These are the experiences and 
memories that will last a lifetime, 
for the kids and their parents. It is 
so wonderful to see the experience 
shared with mom or dad, or the 

whole family. These hunts are a great 
experience for the staff of SNR as 
well. Our guides work to promote 
a safe, comfortable environment 
and turn each hunt into an outdoor 
classroom. We have incorporated 
into our business plan that kids 
under the age of 17 may hunt for free 
when accompanied by a paid adult. 
It is very rewarding to give back and 
promote hunting and the outdoors to 
our youth. It is not just a cliché when 
you hear “they are the future of our 
hunting heritage”. 

The goal of Starry Night Ranch is 
to be an exclusive, premier trophy 
hunting and outdoor experience 
destination for a limited number of 
clients. We will offer some of the 
best trophy whitetail deer hunting 
in Texas as well as exotic game and 
Rio Grande turkey, and at a fair price. 
We strive to provide a great trophy 
hunting adventure by focusing on 
the quality of our deer herd and the 
overall experience of our clients. 
There are a lot of ranches and 
outfitters that can sell you hunts for 
big deer. We understand that your 
time is also very valuable. With first 
class customer service, exceptional 
game, and the ultimate hunting 
vacation experience, at Starry Night 
Ranch you’ll create memories that 
will last a lifetime!

Robert & Pam Emmons

BUILDING A LEGEND AND CREATING MEMORIES OF A LIFETIME – BY ROBERT EMMONS
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QUEST FOR A MILESTONE WITH TURKEY – BY TOM MATTUSCH

Safari Club International 

has helped me realize there 

are so many places to hunt 

in the world. If one tries 

to qualify for some of the 

Milestone awards (formerly 

Grand Slams) with SCI, you 

will have hunted around the 

globe and had sometimes 

great, sometimes not so 

great adventures. SCI 

Record Book Department 

has done away with the 

Slams, in order to have a 

more proprietary class of 

award – Milestone.

First, some of the defintions relating 
to taking some of the many different 
turkey sub-species.

NWTF Slams

Grand Slam — All four U.S. 
Subspecies (Eastern, Osceola or 
Florida, Rio Grande and Merriam’s)

Royal Slam — The Grand Slam plus 
the Gould’s (found in Mexico and 
limited areas of the Southwest)

World Slam — Royal Slam plus 
the ocellated wild turkey (found in 
Mexico and Central America)

Canadian Slam — Harvesting the 
Eastern and Merriam’s in any 
Canadian province (Ontario, Quebec, 
Manitoba, Alberta or  
British Colombia)

Mexican Slam — Rio Grande, Gould’s 
and ocellated wild turkey harvested in 
Mexico only

U.S. Super Slam — Harvest one 
wild turkey subspecies in every state 
except Alaska

Safari Club International - Wild Turkey 
of the World – Milestone Award 

Grand Slam – 5 birds of the 
following: Rio Grande, Merriams, 
Eastern, Osceola, Goulds, South 
Pacific Wild Turkey, European Wild 
Turkey, Ocellated

Some folks like to hunt turkeys, I 
decided to try to work towards a Slam, 
at least four different sub-species of 
turkey. There are six different turkeys 
in North America, Rio Grande, 
Eastern, Merriam, Osceola, Oscellated 
and Gould’s. I have hunted numerous 
Rio Grande turkeys in California 
and Kansas, too many to count. My 
second species was a Merriam at 
donor Tim Reich’s Wyoming ranch. 
This Spring, I tried to add three more 
species to the list.

Goulds Turkey

For a third species that is found from 
Arizona to central Mexico, I went 
down to Rancho El Durangueno in 
search of a Gould’s Turkey. Durango 
is a 450 year old city. John Wayne 
bought a ranch nearby, La Joya. I 
crossed the bridge named after the 
Duke, Puente John Wayne. The way 
folks talk, you would think The Duke 
is still there! There is even a full size 
replica western town that is often 
used for western movie sets in the 
area. The ranch is 23,000 hectares, 
just under 57,000 acres. It had 26 
dams constructed to hold water. 800 
head of cattle on the ranch, lots of 
active logging in the area. Incredibly 

diverse landscape. The ranch was 
truly off the grid, 100% solar energy. 
Food and service was incredible. 
The staff waited on you in an old 
fashioned, high society way. If you 
even turned your head towards the 
kitchen, some one came to see what 
you wanted. This was a lovely old 
hacienda, magnificent in every way. 
Elk gathered in the evening and early 
morning at a pond across from the 
Hacienda. Horseback riding, fishing, 
wild pigs – an amazing time to be 
had. I had a guide, Poncho, majority 
of hunting was from a blind. On my 
first outing, I saw 20 to 30 birds, 
hens and toms. Poncho said I could 
take a bird but he thought we could 
do much better. The ranch was at 
8,000 feet, so it was chilly in the 
morning. Coffee, a little fruit juice, I 
turned down the early food to get out 
and hunt. After the morning hunt, 
you returned for a full breakfast, 
fit for royalty. The elegant settings 
made it difficult to believe we were 
there to hunt. A rest during the mid 
day and we would go to a different 
area for the afternoon, evening hunt. 
Whether it was Diana or Artemis, 
the hunt goddesses permitted me to 
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see a lot of beautiful country before 
seeing another turkey. On my last 
hunt, we were in a blind on a hilltop 
with tremendous wind. We decided 
to move to find better cover and area. 
When I got the bird, it was a last 
minute decision, we sat between two 
logs, no time to set up a blind. I used 
their Remington 11-87 with an extra 
full choke, Winchester Longbeard 
3” mag #5. I would not normally 
have taken the shot, but it was last 
day, last hour and that bird wasn’t 
coming any closer, guide said take 
the shot. Poncho paced it out at 70 
yards. I’m still amazed it was a clean 
shot, put the bird right down. Ended 
with an 11” beard, 21 lb Gould’s 
and terrific memories, [except for 
flights with AeroMexico and getting 
through Mexico City Airport]! Going 
to this ranch, seeing the country, 
experiencing the warmth and 
hospitality and the different lifestyle 
is worth the trip. Note, English is not 
their first language.

Ocellated turkey in Campeche hunt 
with Balam Mexico.

I joined a couple SCI hunters 
for a hunt down on the Yucatan 
Peninsula, Randal Bush & Bill 
Jones with Alfedo Lamadrid of 
Balammexico. The Balam hunt 
re-wrote chapters from the gang 
that couldn’t shoot straight. We had 
written confirmation on the hotel 
to arrive at, that was incorrect, it 
had been changed, but we had no 
notification. However we did stay 
in a very nice hotel for very little 
money. On leaving town, we verified, 
beer only for sure? No wine with 
dinner? When we found that was 
correct, we had them go back to have 
a little wine to enjoy with dinner. 
How beyond fortuitous, as the truck 

we were in had major engine failure, 
just lucky we were in town rather 
than out in the middle of nowhere. 
After hours of wondering how to fix 
it (putting 7 litres of water into an 
engine that is not full of water yet 
– is not a good sign!) Blaming the 
failure on a faulty air conditioning 
switch didn’t cut it on a dead truck. 
A vehicle was rented from the airport 
and after another delay getting 
a van, we were on our way. As a 
result of the delay, we ate at Burger 
King Escarcega, Campeche as the 
intended lunch spot was closed. Our 
drive through the jungle at night 
wasn‘t as interesting as it would have 
been if no breakdowns, however 
our truck was luckier than the 
other truck to a separate camp that 
broke down with Alfredo at night. 
One group of hunters had gasoline 
spilled on their hunting duffles on 
the trip to camp. Camp was dirty, 
trash was prevalent, area appeared 
way overhunted. Hunting method 
was to stalk them in trees (?) and 
shoot them out of trees. Out of five 
hunters, only one got a shot after a 
full week. One night a jeep was seen 
on the bumpy roads spotlighting 
with LED lights and spot lights. It 
was the owner of the property, taking 
a group of friends out at night in 
the dark. No wonder animals were 
spooking and in short supply. In 
addition, there was loggers shooting 

game in their filthy trash strewn 
camps, poachers shooting game. 
On one morning hunt, 15 poachers 
were encounters. A group of 6 had 
40 birds. A brocket deer was killed 
as well as a peccary by hunters in 
our camp as well as some crested 
guan and curasaw. I did shoot a 
coati, a raccoon like animal. Hunting 
in the jungle with howler monkeys 
screaming is wild. It sounds like a 
cross between a growl and a person 
being tortured! As darkness fall, it 
is eerie! Bathing in the river with 
crocodiles was interesting. When 
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QUEST FOR A MILESTONE WITH TURKEY – BY TOM MATTUSCH

fully submerged, escaping the heat 
and humidity, some little fish would 
come to bite at your skin. What a 
wake up call when one latches on 
to your nipple! Leaving camp was a 
story unto itself. Barely a mile out of 
camp, the main supply truck broke 
down. A jeep went back to camp for 
a battery. Then the jeep went back 
to camp for another battery and 
tools. The alternator/generator on 
the supply truck wasn’t working. 

Drive 3/4’s of a mile, truck would 
die. Switch battery, change out a 
jeep battery to recharge the dead 
battery, repeat. We had this three way 
battery switch game going until we 
hit town. Long story short, I didn’t 
get my ocellated turkey! Here is a 
tip for encountering problems with 
AeroMexico. Pay the daily fee to stay 
in their lounge in Mexico City. Well 
worth the time and small epense.

Eastern Turkey

In fairness, I should have called it 
the Eastern Turkey attempt. I hunted 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula by the 
town of Escanaba. Utterly beautiful 
lodge, I’ve been there before, seen 
and heard birds galore. I flew into the 
Escanaba Airport. Small airports can 
be such a joy as opposed to big city 
counterparts. When checking in, the 
ticket agent at SFO, remarked they 
had been working for Delta for quite 
some time and never seen that airport 
code! My host, Ron Lanford, drove 
up to the front door of the airport, 
left his truck there while he came in 
to find me. First morning we didn’t 
go 100 yards out the lodge to set up 
and call. No response, we changed 
locations throughout the day for 
similar results. The plethora of birds 
encountered a year ago were nowhere 
to be found! We tried a spot several 
hours north where a friend, Jim 
Hammill, had a bird at the bottom of 
his driveway. No luck again! Things 
were getting desperate so we called 
a guide who had 8,000 acres under 
lease. There was a lot of wind and 
rain, wheat was coming up, corn was 
coming up. The birds didn’t want to 
walk around in the gusty wind in the 
6-10 inch growth. We called at several 
locations, once in a while got an 
answer but nothing that came close. 
We set up on a group and ‘almost’ 
connected. In other words I missed 
a shot. My excuse list is long, I won’t 
bore the reader.

Three hunts for turkeys this spring, 
successful on one. That means I still 
have Eastern, Ocellated and Osceola 
on my bucket list!
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WILD GAME DINNER PHOTOS
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BBQ AND SHOOT 

BBQ & Shoot

Featuring elk burgers grilled to perfection along with other tasty bites!
	 DATE:	 SUNDAY, AUGUST 27, 2017 
	 WHERE:	 Coyote Valley Sporting 1000 San Bruno Ave. 

Morgan Hill  408.778.3600 
	 TIME:	 Shooting 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM  BBQ Served 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Annual 

ANNUAL BOB BERGSTROM MEMORIAL BBQ & SHOOT



WEST AFRICA HUNTING WITH SAFARIS CHELET – BY BOB KEAGY

23

RSVP TO:   San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 
Safari Club International 

2596 Bay Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

FAX: 650-627-7601

Coyote Valley Sporting Clays
1000 San Bruno Ave, Morgan Hill 

408-778-3600

Dire ctions going S outh :  

From Highways 101 S or  85 S ,  take 
a  r ight  at  the Bai le y  Rd Exit .  Dr ive 
west  on Bai le y  and turn lef t  at  
Santa Teresa .  Proceed on Santa 
Teresa ( becomes Hale  Ave.)  for  2 .5  
miles  and make a  r ight  on San 
Bruno.   

Dire ctions going Nor th :  

Take Highway 101 N and exit  le f t  at  
Cochrane Road.  Turn r ight  on 
Montere y Rd,  lef t  at  L ive  Oak ,  r ight  
on Hale ,  and lef t  on San Bruno.

Yes, I plan to attend!   
#  members ($25): #  non-members ($30): # 5-12 ($5):             # under 5 (free):

Attendees:
Name: Name:
Name: Name:
Name: Name:

Donations are accepted and greatly appreciated!  $_____________
Total enclosed:  $________
Make checks payable to: SCI San Francisco Bay Area Chapter

MasterCard Visa
Cardholder Name:                Signature
Card Number:
Billing Zip Code: Expiration Date: CVV (card id):
Email:

ANNUAL BOB BERGSTROM MEMORIAL BBQ & SHOOT
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (NEW OR RENEWING MEMBERS)
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HUNTING IN HEAVEN

Alex Rolsky
Long time member and great friend Alex 
Rolsky passed away on May 4, 2017. He had 
been battling cancer for the past year. Alex, 
along with his daughter Jeana, owns and 
operates Imbert & Smithers gun shop in San 
Carlos. Alex was a constant supporter of the 
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of SCI and 
made many contributions and donations to the 
Chapter’s numerous events.

Larry Ivich remembers that “Alex was an ever 
present fixture behind the counter at Imbert & 
Smithers and a true friend to all hunters and 
firearm enthusiasts.”

Joe ‘Sparky’ Bullock says ““He is now on a long 
Safari in the promised land, which I know he 
will enjoy and be looking for the big trophy.  
Until we meet again my friend rest in peace.” 
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HUNTING FOR FOOD

Below are a few of our  
favorite meat processors:

Brown’s Valley Meats 
3263 Browns Valley Rd., Napa, CA 94558. 
PH# 707-253-2480.

Country Meats  
Elk Grove, Ca.  
I think Country Meats did a pretty good job. 
It also seems to be a pretty sizable portion of 
their business during deer season judging by 
the number of deer and other game hanging 
in their locker. Harry.

Creston Valley Meats 
3280 CA 58, Creston, CA..Processing, 
sausage, smokiing - and they deliver your 
product back to the Bay area

Crows Landing Meat Butchering  
and BBQ Service 
613 Fink Rd. Crows Landing, CA 95313.  
PH# 209-837-4225.

Del Monaco Specialty Foods, Inc. 
1070 Commercial St., Ste. 107 
San Jose, CA. 95112.  
PH# 408-452-0170.

Galvan’s Market 
1275 MacArthur Blvd (between Bridge Rd & 
Estudillo Ave) San Leandro, CA 94577 
PH# (510) 351-5707

Los Gatos Meats 
575 University Ave., Los Gatos, Ca.  
They vacuum seal (shrink wrap) the meat. 
They charge $125.00 flat rate for a deer to 
cut and package. They make several types 
of sausage and jerky. They also do fish 
as well. Also they are always open on the 
weekends during deer season.  
PH# 408-354-7055.

Madrone Meats 
Morgan Hill, Ca.  
PH# 408-779-3414. Call first.

Marin Sun Farms 
Pt. Reyes Station, CA. Nate Dorris.  
PH# 415-663-8997.  
Deer and pig, specialty sausage and 
smoked meats. Cost is $100.00 per deer 
and $100.00 for pigs up to 150 pounds. 
Pigs over 150 are $10.00 for each 25 
pounds upwards of 150 pounds. Price 
includes animal cut to specifications, fresh 
sausage if desired, and all meat is cryovac-
ed. Freezer storage available. Animals must 
be skinned and field dressed.

Willow Glen Custom 
(Jeff Colette) 885 Delmas Ave., San Jose, CA 
(408) 279-4009. It’s $65.00 minimum for a 
deer or $0.65 per pound hanging weight.

Save-Mor Meats 
Pacifica, CA. PH# 650.355-3842 Probably 
best price in Bay area, bulk sausage only, no 
casing, no smoking

Find more processors  
at http://www.calmeat.com
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Farm, Ranch & Recreational Real Estate

|  californiaoutdoorproperties.com

CalBRE# 01727574

B&L Long Shot Ranch
642+/- ACRES   |   $2,400,000   |   ELK CREEK, CALIFORNIA   |   GLENN COUNTY 

• 2,312 sf fully furnished 3 bedroom and 2 bath log cabin home

• Indoor lap pool and pool house

• Custom built shooting range that accommodates short & long range weapons

• Varied terrain, from flat pastures to rolling hills, to steep hillsides
• Exceptional water -1,600+ ft of Salt Creek & 3 year-round ponds

• Caretaker home, barn and 74x39 ft metal shop w/4 large roll-up doors

• Equipment and furnishings included

• Fenced and cross fenced

• Possibilities: a great purebred cattle ranch, vacation getaway or a classic recreational property

• Hunting: Trophy Blacktail deer, wild pig, turkey and predator some of the best around

Todd Renfrew, 
Broker / Owner

707-455-4444
info@caoutdoorproperties.com

californiaoutdoorproperties.com
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San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of SCI

2596 Bay Road

Redwood city, Ca 94063

Tel and Fax: (650) 627-7601

www.safariclub-sfbay.org

MISSION STATEMENT FOR SAN FRANCISCO SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL

To promote good fellowship among those who love the outdoors and the sport of hunting, 

shooting and fishing.

To promote conservation of the wildlife of the world as a renewable resource in which 

hunting is one management tool among many.

To help conservation efforts by supporting worthwhile projects, both verbally and  

financially, when possible.

To educate our youth in the safe and proper use of firearms and to interest and teach them 

in conservation and preservation of the forests and animals, which are our national heritage.

To share the latest hunting experiences and information of our members so that other 

members may profit from same.

To operate the association as a non-profitable organization, originated for the enjoyment 

of the members, and with the thought in mind that perhaps we can be of assistance in 

helping to conserve and preserve the animals which we love to hunt today for those who 

will come to love the sport tomorrow.
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