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Beverly Valdez saw success with Alaska 
Governor’s Special Bison hunt. 

For BaseCamp please email Beverly 
Valdez, bev@safariclub-sfbay.org
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Farm, Ranch & Recreational Real Estate

CalBRE# 01727574

B&L Long Shot Ranch
642+/- ACRES   |   $2,400,000   |   ELK CREEK, CALIFORNIA   |   GLENN COUNTY 

• 2,860 sf fully furnished 3 bedroom and 2 bath log cabin home

• Indoor lap pool and pool house

• Custom built shooting range that accommodates short & long range weapons

• Varied terrain, from flat pastures to rolling hills, to steep hillsides
• Exceptional water -1,600+ ft of Salt Creek & 3 year-round ponds

• Caretaker home, barn and 74x39 ft metal shop w/4 large roll-up doors

• Equipment and furnishings included

• Fenced and cross fenced

• Possibilities: a great purebred cattle ranch, vacation getaway or a classic recreational property

• Hunting: Trophy Blacktail deer, wild pig, turkey and predator some of the best around

Todd Renfrew, 
Broker / Owner

707-455-4444
info@caoutdoorproperties.com
californiaoutdoorproperties.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello SFBA Friends and Family, 

I hope your 2017 was filled with hunting, fishing, and family 
fun outdoors. Your SFBA Chapter along with you, the 
members, had another busy year. 

Our strong youth education program is led by Buck Buchanan 
as we get young people out from in front of their electronics 
and into the real world. Buck has at least one shooting day 
per quarter; all shooting expenses are paid by the Chapter 
and Buck volunteers his time and travel. After the youth are 
trained, Buck takes them on their first pheasant hunt. Do you 
know a youth that should be in the program? Buck is ready for 
more! See the story about the latest youth activity on page 6.

SFBA Sables once again supported the American Wilderness 
Leadership program, both by sending three students to the 
program and by purchasing a Hands-On Wildlife kit for three local schools. For 2018 we are looking for at least two teachers 
and two students (must be age 14 - 16) to sponsor. Sables pays the tuition fee of $900 per person and partial travel expenses. 
If you are a candidate or know one, contact Diane Sheardown.

We have also continued our award-winning Veteran’s program (led by Glenn Chrisman) by sponsoring veteran’s and disabled 
hunters’ trips. This year we sponsored three hunts and contributed to two others. If you know of a wounded warrior who could 
use some help getting out to do some fishing or hunting, get in contact with Glenn. 

In addition, we once again supported the Silicon Valley Boy Scouts shooting program and the Ducks Unlimited Northern 
California Youth Outdoors Day. 

With your contributions of local game, we have donated well over 1.5 tons of healthy wild game to various charities throughout 
the Bay Area. We again celebrated National Hunting and Fishing Day in September by cooking and serving at the Salvation 
Army Emmanuel House in San Jose; it’s our ninth straight year. And our donations to Samaritan House in San Mateo 
continued both with wild game and warm clothing donations. Do you have warm clothes that you’ve outgrown or just don’t like 
anymore? Contact Mike Davidson for our next donation!

Our conservation efforts this included our continuing work with CA DFW to install deer decoys as part of its out of season anti-
poaching efforts. In another anti-poaching project, we supported the Chiredzi River African Wildlife Trust working to educate 
people in Zimbabwe Lowveld about the dangers of poaching. 

Now it’s time to look forward to a successful 2018 of hunting, fishing, and enjoying the great outdoors. And to the many events 
where you can enjoy the company of friends. The annual SCI Convention (the biggest hunting and outdoors show in the world) 
is again in Las Vegas January 31 - February 3. By the time you read this you should already have all your travel plans made! 

The local SCI Greater Bay Area Fundraiser will be February 24th at the Blackhawk Country Club in Danville. Boy are 
the hunts and trips sounding good — see page 14 to 16 for information on some of the exciting adventures. Or to find 
the latest information head over to the GBA fundraiser website (www.gbafundraiser.org). Register using the form on 
page 17 or at the website.

When you get that brand new 2018 calendar, be sure to add the Annual Wild Game Dinner in May and annual BBQ in 
August— dates will be published shortly! Don’t forget to check out our Facebook page – always informative and you can register 
for activities right there. 

Friends, family, hunting, and fishing is where my thoughts are this time of year more than any other and I wish you and yours 
the best in the coming year. 

Robbie Lawson, 

President,

SCI San Francisco Bay Area Chapter  
mogombo1@yahoo.com  
650.504.3400 
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2017 – 2018 BOARD

President Elect: Cathie Nelson

Past President Dwight OrtmannTreasurer Jim Peters

President Robert Lawson Vice President Tomas Bermejo

Secretary Paul Williamson

BOARD MEMBERS

Buck Buchanan · Glenn Chrisman · Michael Davidson · Tom Enberg · Bob Keagy · Larry Lundberg · Richard Pierce
· Jeana Rolsky-Feige · Tom Mattusch · Diane Sheardown, Sables President
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SPECIAL NOTICE

The contents and opinions expressed in Base Camp are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Safari Club International San Francisco Bay Area Chapter or the general membership. Information 
and articles in this newsletter are intended to inform the members about chapter activities and present various 
viewpoints and issues of general interest. Base Camp, however, cannot verify or be responsible for the accuracy  
of statements made in the articles and columns written by the newsletter staff or guest authors. 

CIRCULATION AND ADVERTISING POLICY

BECOME A FAN! 
If you are on Facebook, become a FAN  
of SCI-SFBay now to get the latest breaking  
news first. Just look for Safari Club - SF Bay.

You can also become a FAN of SCI National.  
Just enter SCI in the Facebook search box  
and join. 

Chapter Officers

President ....................................Robert Lawson
President Elect ............................ Cathie Nelson
Vice President ........................... Tomas Bermejo 
Secretary .................................. Paul Williamson 
Treasurer ........................................... Jim Peters 
Past President ......................... Dwight Ortmann

Board of Directors

Awards Dinner  ...........................Robert Lawson
Base Camp Editor........................Beverly Valdez 
Budget Committee ...........................  Jim Peters
Conservation ........................... Dwight Ortmann
Crab Feed ........................................Tom Enberg
Cubs ............................................. Ed Buchanan
Education ...............................Diane Sheardown
BBQ & Shoot ..................................... Jim Peters
Fundraiser Chair .........................Robert Lawson 
Fundraiser Financial Liaison .............. Jim Peters
Humanitarian ............................  Mike Davidson
Legislative .........................................Bob Keagy 
Marketing & PR .......................... Richard Pierce
Membership .................................Tom Mattusch 
Veteran’s Activities...................Glenn Chrisman
Sables ....................................Diane Sheardown 
Chapter Administrator .................Beverly Valdez

Chairpersons

Past Presidents’ Council

Business Ads
Full page, 4x per year:  ....... $350 
Half page, 4x per year:  ...... $200 
Quarter page, 4x per year:  ...$75 
Business card, 4x per year:  ..$35 

Supporter Listing, 4x per year:
Bronze  .....................................$25
Silver  ........................................$35
Gold  .........................................$50

We have added several new categories of ads 
for individuals so that you can show your 
support for this award-winning newsletter!

• All ads run for one year, (four issues) printed in black and white. 

• Special pricing for color pages is available by contacting the editor. 

• Advertisers must submit electronic artwork to the Chapter Office 
 10 days before submission deadline. 

• Business card size ads for members for sale of personal property  
 such as sporting equipment or clothing will be accepted. There 
 are no fees for these ads and they will be run for a single issue  
 only unless resubmitted for additional issues. Must follow all  
 guidelines for submission.

Winter 2017

Buck Buchanan
Glenn Chrisman
Michael Davidson
Tom Enberg
Jeana Rolsky-Feige

Bob Keagy
Larry Lundberg
Tom Mattusch
Richard Pierce
Diane Sheardown, Sables

Dwight Ortmann ....................................... 14-15
Tom Mattusch...........................................10-13
Dwight Ortmann .......................................06-10
Jim Peters ................................................ 05-06
Ilah Uhl (deceased) ................................. 04-05
Stanford Atwood ...................................... 03-04
Tomas Bermejo .........................................02-03
Mike Nice ..................................................01-02
Bill Gouin ..................................................00-01
Ilah Uhl (deceased) ................................. 99-00
Glenn Chrisman ........................................98-99
Gabe Tabib ...............................................97-98
Dean Miller (deceased) ............................96-97
George Cobb .............................................95-96
Joe Bullock ...............................................94-95
John Peterson (deceased) ........................93-94
Al Lawson (deceased) ..............................92-93
Brenton Scott ...........................................91-92



6

Connor Pierce with his hands full of 
pheasants. Guess what’s for dinner and, 
no, it’s not chicken.

A PHEASANT CUBS WEEKEND – BY BUCK BUCHANAN

Three SFBA youths braved 

the ferocious 25-35 mph 

winds at the Hastings 

Island hunting preserve 

in mid December. Natalie 

Clark shot her first 

pheasant today; Matthew 

Gougler and Jack Salcedo 

also harvested pheasants. 

Pepper, the rental hunting dog, did 
yeoman service pointing and flushing 
pheasants for the kids to test their 
shooting skills. The hunting condi-
tions were so vicious that I stumbled 
twice in the bunch grass and the 
high winds just slammed me to the 
ground. As I got up chuckling to my-
self, little Jack, who looks to weight 
only a 100 lbs, was standing in the 
middle of the road waiting for Pepper 
and was toppled over by a huge gust 
of wind. I joked with him, can’t you 
just stand still? We all had a good 
laugh as he got up smiling. These are 
three young kids that toughed it out 
and enjoyed being out in the hunting 
field. I look foreword to hunting with 
them again this pheasant season. 

How about you and your kids — look 
for Buck’s emails for upcoming 
hunts through the middle of February 
2018 or when the bird card is shot up 
(pun intended)!

…And the Second Day

The weather was beautiful 
compared to yesterday’s blistering 
30-35 mph winds.  Sunny, warm 
and only a 5 mph breeze. We had 
only one youth as the other youth 

Natalie Clark with her first pheasant and 
her proud father sharing the moment.

Matthew Gougler and Natalie Clark 
stomping through the tall grass looking 
for birds. 

Jack Salcedo is all smiles and ready 
to hunt.w

Natalie’s father retrieving her first 
pheasant harvest - GO Tom, showing 
Pepper the hunting dog how to 
retrieve a bird.
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and his dad called in sick. So 
Connor Pierce hunted over Izzy 
the rental dog and demonstrated 
his shotgun shooting skills. He 
was one happy young man as 
he finished up the day with four 
pheasants and one that the dog 
caught in the cattails that wouldn’t 
fly. Connor made some long 
difficult shots and one at 20 feet. At 
least he listened to me as I told him 

— when swinging the shotgun with 
the swing through method, say to 

yourself tail, body, head, bang. The 
bird was in great eating condition 
as he connected with the head and 
neck. Nice shot Connor!

Our next possible pheasant hunt 
dates will be January 6th and 7th. I 
need to know who would like to hunt 
those dates, don’t miss out hunting 
pheasants this year as the bird card 
is about empty. Also this will be the 
last of the rooster pheasants, they will 
soon be planting hens by the second 

week of January so lets get out of the 
house and go hunting.

Editor’s Note: Buck volunteers his 
time tirelessly in support of our 
youth hunting and shooting program. 
Thanks Buck!

For more information about the San 
Francisco Bay Area SCI Cubs program, 
contact Buck at  
2hunters2@comcast.net

THANK YOU!

The SFBA Chapter Cubs program 

gets a lot of help not only from your 

dues but from many other groups 

and individuals, including:

Imbert & Smithers Friends of NRA

The Atwood Family Larry Lundberg
Jeana Feige Cathie Nelson
John Ware

Thanks to Buck and these donors as 

well as all the others that support our 

Cubs program! 

Our group of SCI Youths, their parents and Pepper the 
Pheasant dog, finishing up the hunt after unloading the guns. 
Safety first. 

Safety first, second and Safety Always! Even Pepper the 
dog is wearing Blaze orange.

A PHEASANT CUBS WEEKEND – BY BUCK BUCHANAN

Firearms sales and transfers and gunsmith services, 
repairing repair most models of firearms. I&S is an 
authorized repair center for Browning, Remington, and 
Winchester firearms.

Official Department of Fish and Wildlife License Agent, 
carring all licenses and tags for hunting including federal 
duck stamp.

Appraisals for used firearms, in-store or by 
appointment, for estate sales or probate only. 
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ARROW FIVE CHAPTER HUNT 2017 – BY JOHN RUSSELL

My Tacoma came to a rolling stop at the fork in the road. Is this the left fork that I am sup-

posed to take?  I was previously instructed not to use my GPS past Alderpoint.  I reluctant-

ly turned left and started up the steep grade.  Finally, after about 1 1/2 hours, the Stewart 

Ranch sign appeared confirming that I have taken the right route.  So goes my start on the 

SCI Bay Area Chapter Hunt with Arrow Five Outfitters.

Arrow Five Outfitters headquarters 
is located near the town of Zenia 
in Trinity County, CA. Trinity is the 
least populated county in California.  
The county has no traffic lights, no 
freeways, no parking meters, and 
no incorporated cities. Going there 
is almost like stepping back in 
time.  Hunting in Trinity County is 
like hunting in rural western states 
without having to fly or drive for a 
couple of days.

Jim and Tina Maria Schaafsma 
were the hosts at the Arrow Five 
Chapter Hunt.  Fellow members 
Bob Keagy and his wife Pamela 
were also at the event.  The SCI Bay 
Area Chapter Hunt was a black-
tail deer management hunt on the 
11,000-acre Stewart Ranch which 
participates in California’s Private 
Land Management (PLM) program.  
The hunt can be upgraded to a trophy 

hunt for one of numerous trophy 
bucks on the ranch. Also, targets of 
opportunity like wild pigs and black 
bears can be taken while on the hunt 
for a reasonable trophy fee.  Arrow 
Five is licensed to sell tags, which can 
be purchased at the ranch.

Spot and stalk hunting is the 
preferred method of hunting on the 
ranch. The ranch’s dirt roads and 
trails made it easy to get around 
in Arrow Five’s modified 4X4 Geo 
Trackers. Numerous vistas allowed 
large areas to be scrutinized using 
a good pair of binoculars and a 
spotting scope. The ranches terrain 
includes steep hills with grass 
covered slopes and forested hillsides 
and valleys. On a couple of mornings, 
the river valley was blanketed with 
fog. From above it looked like the 
valley was filled with shaving cream. 
Arrow Five’s guides make every 
attempt to set up reasonable shots. 
Being mountainous terrain, shot 
opportunities can be quite long. A 
flat shooting rifle is an asset when 
shooting across canyons.

Bob Keagy harvested a management 
buck on the first evening. Pamela 
Keagy captured the ranch’s beauty 
with her camera while accompanying 
him on his hunts. I took a velvet 
stag on the last night of the hunt. I 
also shot a spotted boar which had 
been harassing some of the ranch’s 
numerous angus calves. Both Bob 
and I spotted several other pigs. The 
ranch encourages removal of as many 
hogs as possible. 

No black bears were spotted 
during the hunt. Trinity County 
is considered prime bear country. 
The area’s bear population has 
exploded since hunting with dogs 
was banned. Fresh bear sign was 
observed on several occasions. They 
were more than likely concentrated 
in hard to reach oak groves eating 
acorns. Freddie, one of the guides, 
filmed a black bear the week before 
guarding and chasing crows off of a 
pig carcass. 

An un-named thirteen-year-old, on a 
donated management hunt to a hunter 
safety class, shot his first deer and 
also killed one of Arrow Five’s 4X4s 
during the hunt. He was resting his 
rifle over the vehicle’s hood and not 
paying attention to his rifles muzzle 
direction. Fortunately for him, the 
buck did not bolt after the first shot 
and stayed long enough for the young 
man to get the job done. I guess he 
did not pay too much attention during 
the hunter safety class. 
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With all of the trophy bucks present, it 
seemed like it was difficult to find a 
cull shooter. Jim Schaafsma jokingly 
commented that “pretty soon their 
management bucks will be 3X3’s”. 
Hunting management bucks on 
the Stewart Ranch reminds me of 
Goldilocks; not too big or not too small. 

Arrow Five offers blacktail deer 
and Roosevelt elk hunts in one 
of the most scenic areas of 
California. They also offer trophy 
mule and coues deer hunts on 
several ranches in Mexico. The 
Schaafmas and their staff went 
out of their way to provide a good 
hunting experience for their guests 
in a family environment. I have 
hunted blacktails for years on 
public and private land and had 
limited opportunities to fill my tag. 
It was refreshing seeing all of the 
numerous quality bucks on the 
Stewart Ranch. I enjoyed my hunt, 
made new friends and filled my 
freezer. What more can you ask for?

ARROW FIVE CHAPTER HUNT 2017 – BY JOHN RUSSELL
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Tom Mattusch with Elvis at Birds Landing Hunting Preserve 
and Sporting Clays.

Bob Keagy - California’s Oakstone Outfitters boar  
with 4 inch tusk. Bob was the high bidder at the 2017 
Fundraiser — Maybe this is your year!

Beverly Valdez - Alaska Bison - with John Ware. This rare 
Govenor’s tag hunt was outfitted by Ultima Thule Outfitters.

Conor Pierce with wild pig taken at Oakstone Outfitters  
– he won it at the 2017 Fundraiser!

Chapter hunt members with wild hogs at the Peixoto ranch. 
Look for the next Chapter hunt coming soon!. 

Joe Bullock – Magnificent Mexican mule deer 2017.
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Pamela and Stan Atwood, with 
Blaze. Opening day at Pato Loco 
Duck Club.

World Famous Duck Dog – Blaze. 
Pato Loco Duck Club.

Stan Atwood and Joe Bullock. 
Opening day at Pato Loco Duck Club. 

Dwight Ortmann – California 
blacktail? or maybe a “cross deer” 
at Dye Creek.

Larry Lundberg – whitetail at 
Briarwood Sporting Club. Hunt 
available at 2018 Fundraiser.

John Ware with New Mexico oryx 
and Beverly Valdez.

John Russell Opening Day at Fort Hunter Liggett, bird hunting.
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MEMBER PHOTOS

The target shooting and hunting 
community prides itself on being safe 
and responsible with firearms in all 

situations—from using them outdoors to storing 
them safely at home. Sometimes, however, 
unusual conditions such as extremely dry 
environments require an extra level of awareness 
and safety on the part of shooters.  

Wildfires have many possible causes. The National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade association 
for the firearms and ammunition industry, reminds 
all shooters that during dry and hot weather 
conditions their use of certain ammunition and 
targets could accidentally ignite a wildfire.  NSSF 
reminds all target shooters and hunters, as well 
as other outdoor enthusiasts, to consider the 
potential consequences of their activities in fire-
prone environments.

Shooters & Hunters: 
Help Prevent Wildfires.

 Make it a point to know the 
regulations and rules related to 
shooting in areas experiencing dry 
and hot conditions, whether on public 
or private land or at shooting ranges. 
Many national forests, for example, do 
not allow recreational shooting when 
fire restrictions are in effect.

 Consider the type of ammunition and 
targets you are using. Minimize the 
risk of fires by not using steel-jacketed 
ammunition, ammunition with steel-core 
components, tracer rounds or exploding 
targets in fire-prone areas.

 Remember that equipment, such as 
cars and ATVs, can have extremely 
hot exhaust systems that could 
ignite dry vegetation, so park only in 
designated areas.

 Extinguish and dispose of smoking 
materials safely.

 Follow guidelines to extinguish 
campfires.

 Warn others of potential dangers and 
behaviors for starting wildfires.

 Report any wildfire you see to 
authorities.

 Spread this message to other target 
shooters, hunters and outdoor enthusiasts.

NSSF.ORG

Captain Tom Mattusch on the Huli 
Cat with a catch of crab. YUM!

Edie Ortmann – hunting with Cathie 
Nelson at Wisconsin Legend’s Lodge 
got this great whitetail.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018

January 8 – 12, 2018
Support local veterans and have 
a great time doing it. Join the 
Purple Heart Anglers for the Sgt. 
Jerry E. Houston Memorial Fishing 
Tournament at the Zancudo Lodge, 
in Costa Rica, There are only 24 
spots available so reserve your 
space early. Get more information 
and register at the Purple Heart 
Anglers website.

February 24, 2018
Don’t miss the best conservation 
fundraiser in the Bay Area! Jointly 
sponsored by your chapter and the 
Golden Gate chapter, the fun starts 
at 4pm on February 24th at the 
Blackhawk Country Club.

November 10 – 15, 2018
Chapter Hunt at the Tim Reich 
Ranch in Wyoming. Don’t miss 
your opportunity to hunt mule deer, 
whitetail, turkey, and maybe even 
elk with a great chapter member 
and supporter. Six spaces available!

NAMIBIA LIONS ADVISORY

If you know anyone who 
have hunted already or is 
scheduled to hunt or thinking 
of booking a lion hunt next 
year in Namibia, please have 
them contact John Jackson 
(cf@conservationforce.org) 
or Regina Lennox (Regina.
Lennox@conservationforce.
org) at Conservation Force. 
They will assist pro bono in 
applying for a lion import 
permit. Hopefully this will help 
put pressure on FWS to come 
out with positive enhancement 
findings like they recently did 
with Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
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GREATER BAY AREA FUNDRAISER OFFERS MANY ADVENTURES

SCI Greater Bay Area Fundraiser 
February 24, 2018  4PM - 10PM 
Blackhawk Country Club, Danville, CA

It’s hard to describe every 

fun adventure or exciting 

hunt we will be offering at 

the annual SCI Greater Bay 

Area Fundraiser, but here are 

a few! Check the website at 

www.gbafundraiser.org for 

the latest additions and look 

for email updates. Register to 

attend before February 3rd to 

have an opportunity to win 

GBA Bucks you can spend 

on anything at the event.

California Golden Opportunity Deer Tag
The California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife has donated one of only 
five Golden Opportunity Deer tags for 
use in the 2018 deer hunting season. 
With this tag you may hunt any zone 
in the state with early access and 
throughout the season!

Buffalo Kloof Hunting Safaris 
Plainsgame
We have an exciting new donor this 
year. Buffalo Kloof Hunting Safaris 

has over 40,000 acres of rolling 
hills in the malaria-free zone n the 
eastern cape of South Africa. There 
are dozens of varieties of big game 
on the property, including four of the 
big five (buffalo, rhino, elephant, and 
leopard). The number of hunters is 
kept low each year to insure great 
trophy quality.

The Golden Gate Chapter President 
had a great hunt there last May. He 
got 10 species and even turned down 
an estimated 54 inch kudu although 
it was much bigger than the one he 
already had. He’s still wondering 
about the decision to pass that one 
up. He also had the privilege of 
seeing a day-old elephant baby. The 
accommodations are luxurious and the 
hunting is great. Check out the videos.

This donation is a one-on-one 7-day 
hunt for zebra, impala, red hartebeest, 
and warthog. The donation can be 
used in 2018 or 2019 and additional 
species can be added at the list price.

Jannie Otto Safaris Sable / Gemsbuck 
We will be auctioning a wonderful 
five-day safari for one hunter and 
one non-hunter from Jannie Otto 
Safaris, including one sable and one 
gemsbuck! Upgrade to 10 hunting 
days on this safari, and get a $1000 

credit per hunter towards additional 
trophies hunted AND qualify for a 
15% discount on Buffalo and/or Roan 
trophy fee! What a deal!

Accommodation includes en-suite 
chalet with lapa and entertainment 
area. Professional hunter and 
hunting vehicle, tracker, skinner and 
field preparation of your trophies 
are included. Point of arrival and 
departure is Kimberley Airport. Valid 
for 2018 or 2019. Choose from over 
30 other species of game at current 
published prices.

Tim Reich Ranch Wyoming Deer 
If you want something close to 
home we will again have the popular 
Tim Reich Ranch deer hunt in 
beautiful Wyoming. This 4-day rifle, 
muzzleloader, or bow hunt is for 
whitetail or mule deer in Wyoming 
Region A. High bidder must draw a 
tag, application by is usually due by 
May 31, results available in June. Draw 
success has been near 100%. Tim will 
take you to locations on his property 
where he has seen good deer, and you 
will spot and stalk. Accommodations 
are in the comfortable family ranch 
house. This semi-guided hunt is a 
very friendly operation, welcoming to 
youth and new hunters or those more 
experienced and has hosted many 
chapter members.
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GREATER BAY AREA FUNDRAISER OFFERS MANY ADVENTURES

Hunt in Europe ‘Game of Choice’
We have a wonderful donated hunt in 
beautiful Croatia, widely considered 
the most attractive hunting destination 
in all of Europe! This donation consists 
of a 5 day stay, four hunting days for 
one hunter and one observer for game 
of the hunter’s choice in either 2017 or 
2018 donated by well-known outfitter 
Hunt In Europe. A wide variety of 
game is available at published fees, 
including European brown bear, 
free-ranging mouflon sheep, Balkan 
chamois, red deer, fallow deer and 
great wild boar. The donation includes 
all hunt organization, transfers to the 
hunting area, meals, accommodations, 
entry fees, licenses, all ground 
transportation during the hunt and 
initial measuring and preparation of 
trophies. This is a chance to see one of 
Europe’s loveliest countries and have a 
great hunt!

ORCHAPE Roe Deer
Hunt beautiful France! Our good 
friend, Augustine (“Gus”) Motte of 
ORCHAPE has donated this three-day 
adventure for one to hunt the elusive 
roe-deer in the mountains of France. 

Arrival point is Paris. The hunt must 
be taken in 2018 for a roe buck, with 
the opportunity of upgrading to 
include wild boar or mouflon, both 
at extra cost. ORCHAPE works with 
many different private properties all 
around France so the trophy fees vary 
from one place to another. The 
summer is the rut season for roe 
deer. Accommodations are a rural 
hotel or B&B, depending upon 
area. Beautiful country, fine hunting, 
excellent wines and food make this 
adventure special! 

This is an unparalleled opportunity 
for a wonderful hunt taken by many 
chapter members. It is perfect as 
the beginning of a second (or first) 
honeymoon, and an off-the-beaten-
path adventure! After the hunt, rent a 
car on your own and tour the nearby 
villages (not included).

African Field Sports Rhino Darting 
Great two-day / three-night all 
inclusive Management and Veterinary 
White Rhino darting opportunity in 
the Eastern Cape of South Africa for 
one hunter and one non-hunter with 
famed Mike Murray’s African Field 
Sports. African Field Sports is the 
elite of African hunting safaris and 
offers the hunter a memorable 
hunting experience with a unique 
variety of hunting safaris for the 
discerning hunter, ranging from 
some of the finest wing shooting to 
selected trophy hunting.

Accommodation is in luxury lodges. 
Numerous chapter members have 
enjoyed this friendly operation.

You may upgrade your trip to hunt 
on over a million acres, includes 
many plainsgame (black wildebeest, 
mountain reedbuck, blesbuck, and 
common springbuck).

Algar Safaris Red Stag
A wonderful opportunity at famed 
Algar Safaris in Argentina, which 
has been repeatedly featured 
on the Outdoor Channel for 
it’s great hunting, guides and 
accommodations! This is a five day 
hunt for one hunter and one non-
hunter plus $1,000 credit towards 
any red stag trophy fee. 

There are easy air links to Argentina, 
a friendly country.

Located in Patagonia, Argentina, 
Algar owns two private hunting 
properties that cover 85,000 acres of 
pristine Patagonian steppe country. 
The hilly terrain and breathtaking 
views make Algar Safaris an excellent 
place to hunt the various species 
offered. It’s a country in itself!

Hunt may be upgraded to include 
additional hunters, non hunters 
companions, hunting days and 
additional species as per current price 
list, including Fallow deer, Axis deer, 
Blackbuck Antelope, Russian Boar, 
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GREATER BAY AREA FUNDRAISER OFFERS MANY ADVENTURES

Patagonian Dall, Multi horned sheep, 
Mouflon sheep, among others. 

This hunt can be scheduled for 
any open date from March, 1, 2018 
through June, 30th 2019. Alternative 
year: 2020 (new fees will apply)

Arrival & Departure point is San 
Carlos de Bariloche airport.

Lawson Wildlife Adventures  
3 Day Mini Vacation
This is a great mini vacation to the 
central Northern California area for 
two people — a 3 day combo fishing / 
golfing trip with Rob Lawson. Guests 
arrive the day before to Fall River 

Mills, California (north of Sacramento) 
and check in to the Fall River Motel. 
The hotel has a wonderful cozy 
restaurant and a fantastic bar. The 
Fall River Country Club is one of the 
top 10 courses in California, a very 
challenging course that can bring even 
the best golfer to their knees! Fishing 
will include fly fishing on the Fall 
River off a 14 ft drift boat and trout 
fishing in the serene, beautiful Bidwell 
ponds, one of the most picturesque 
spots you will ever see!

This great mini vacation can be 
scheduled from March 1, 2018 to 
March 31, 2019

Caprinae Safaris Bezoar Ibex 
Will you be the lucky hunter to travel 
to Turkey in search of adventure and 
a trophy Ibex on this hunt donated 
by Caprinae Safaris? You can expect 
to collect an ibex around 43” thru 50” 
and even over that with a nice chance 
at a trophy size Bezoar Ibex.

Bezoar Ibex are native to south 
Turkey’s Taurus Mountains. Like any 
other wild goat, Bezoar is a dweller of 
steep terrain and generally inhabits the 
alpine zone of the mountains. Bezoar 
also occurs even at low altitudes along 
the Mediterranean coast. It is possible 
to find them at any altitude between 
2400’ to 9000’. In these areas, trophy 
average is around 50” and over. 

Caprinae Safaris, SCI’s International 
Outfitter of the Year in 2014, guided 
the hunter who took the world record 
Bezoar Ibex which is currently 57 1⁄2”.

The bezoar counts toward the Capra 
World Slam and is a crowning 
achievement in big game hunting.
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A limited number of rooms 
are available at the San 
Ramon Hyatt House. Call 
925-743-1882 and ask 
for SCI Greater Bay Area 
Fundraiser rates/rooms.

Safari Club International

 Greater Bay Area
Auction and Fundraiser

2596 Bay Road Suite A
Redwood City, CA 94063
Phone / Fax: 650-627-7601

Register for a full or half table by the early bird deadline 
and get a special opportunity to win $300 in “GBA Bucks” 
to spend on any item you like at the fundraiser. 

Early Bird Deadline: February 3, 2018

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS
GBA has raised over 
$450,000 over the past 13 
years for California Fish 
and Wildlife by auctioning 
special tags at the annual 
fundraiser. 

This year the GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY deer tag will 
once again be auctioned!

Recent sponsored 
conservation projects include 
deer collaring and studies 
of deer lice problems within 
California.

HUMANITARIAN ACTIVITIES
You will be helping educate 
our educators and students 
by attending and donating 
as we send students and 
teachers to the American 
Wilderness Leadership 
School (AWLS). Veterans 
support is also paramount 
as we support several hunts 
each year for our service 
men and women. Our Feed 
the Hungry programs have 
donated over 6 tons of food 
to those in need right here in 
the Bay Area.

YOUTH HUNTING PROGRAM 
Bringing the future of our 
sport into focus as we 
sponsor shooting dates at the 
range, pheasant hunts, and 
fishing trips for youth 16 and 
under. For the fundraiser, 
every youth is guaranteed 
a prize appropriate to their 
age. 

On the web at: http://www.gbafundraiser.org/ 
   http://www.sci-gg.com/
   http://www.safariclub-sfbay.org/

With your help we have raised over $3.5 million for conservation, 
humanitarian, and education projects locally and throughout the 
United States and the world.

Golden Gate Chapter

Blackhawk Country Club
599 Blackhawk Club Drive
Danville, California 94506

February 24, 2018
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SCI GREATER BAY AREA Banquet and Fundraiser
February 24, 2018 – Blackhawk Country Club, Danville — 3PM to 10PM

For your reservation, fax this form to 650-627-7601 or email to info@gbafundraiser.org. Call Beverly at  
650-627-7601 for questions.    Register online at http://www.gbafundraiser.org.

Dinner Tickets  
 
_____ Full Table  (10 persons) @ $825 before Feb 3, 2018    Receive a Silver pre-purchase package and two (2)  “GBA BUCKS” tickets.
_____ Full Table  (10 persons) @ $900 after Feb 3, 2018. 
_____ Half Table (5 persons) @ $425 before Feb 3, 2018.   Receive a Bronze pre-purchase package and one (1) “GBA BUCKS” ticket.
_____ Half Table (5 persons) @ 450 after Feb 3, 2018
_____ Single Dinner Ticket(s) @ $85 each before Feb 3, 2018.  Receive one (1) General Drawing ticket
_____ Single Dinner Ticket(s) @ $90 each after Feb 3, 2018
_____ Youth Single Dinner Ticket(s) @ $45 each (12 and under). Includes  

1 youth raffle ticket for each youth registered.

General and Progressive Bonus Drawings

Total of Above: __________________  
 
Charge to VISA or MasterCard or  
make checks payable to “SCI” 

Card #: _____________________________________ 

Expiration Date: ______/______  CCV ___________

Print Name: _________________________________

Email/Phone: ________________________________ 

Zip Code: ___________________________________

Signature: __________________________________

Tickets will be held at the door.
Seating: Full and half table 
reservations will have reserved 
seating. If you are registering less than 5 individuals, 
please arrive early to get best seating!

Please return this form to:   
SCI Greater Bay Area Fundraiser
2596 Bay Road Suite A
Redwood City, CA 94063
Phone/fax:  650-627-7601 
info@gbafundraiser.org

Guests (be sure to include yourself)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
 

      Early Bird Deadline: February 3, 2018 
After  February 15, 2018 you must register at the door

_____  Bronze Package $100
 Six (6) General Drawing tickets plus three (3) Bronze progressive 

tickets
 At event:    Six (6) General Drawing tickets plus one (1) Bronze 

progressive tickets

_____  Silver Package $300
 Eighteen (18) General Drawing tickets plus six (6) Bronze 

progressive tickets and three (3) Silver progressive tickets
 At event:   Eighteen (18) General Drawing tickets plus three (3) 

Bronze progressive tickets and one (1) Silver progressive ticket

 Gold $500 Package
 NOT AVAILABLE FOR PRE-PURCHASE
 At event:  Thirty (30) General Drawing tickets plus twelve (12) 

Bronze progressive tickets, eight (8) Silver progressive tickets and 
two (2) Gold progressive ticket.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (NEW OR RENEWING MEMBERS)



19

AFRICAN SAFARI SUCCESS AFTER SORROW, PART 1 – BY BUCK BUCHANAN

At age 65 I thought it was 

about time to do another 

African safari to fill out my 

trophy display area, this 

would be my third. The 

first two were dangerous 

game hunts for leopard, 

Cape buffalo and, of course, 

plains game. 

At our 2017 SCI fundraiser there 
were five African safaris, giving me 
plenty of choices. SS Pro Safaris 
offered a 10-day small cat hunt with 
four cats included in the donation. 
They specialize in hunting cats with 
dogs, baiting and spotlighting. The 
other plains game available with SS 
Pro were on my short list. I won the 
auction after some heated bidding 
but I really wanted that hunt. After 
contacting Scott van Zyl of SS Pro 
Safaris to discuss the type of hunt 
and the species on my want list, we 
agreed on a 12-day hunt for July 2017. 

Scott explained everything about how 
the hunt would go and answered 
all my questions to my complete 
satisfaction. He was very professional, 
knowledgeable, and my gut feeling 
was this was going to be an exciting 
and memorable safari. So then I 
had only four months to get my act 
together. I contacted Gracy Travel 
service to assist with the best air 
travel tickets, Rip Cord evacuation/
rescue, travel insurance, and South 
African gun permits. Everyone 
expedited things very quickly so by 
mid-April everything was in place. 
That took some of the pressure and 
worry off my mind. 

In the meantime, I was working up 
reloads for the two rifles I would 
bring, a .222 Remington for the small 
cats and .300 Win mag for everything 
else. I also started my physical 
training regime, choosing the right 
hunting clothes for 25- to 80-degree 
Fahrenheit weather. I would be 
hunting in July which is winter time 
in South Africa. 

Everything was falling into place 
with only three months till the 
hunt when news came out that 
Scott van Zyl went missing on April 
12th while hunting leopard with 
dogs in Zimbabwe. An extensive 
search ensued for three weeks on 
the ground and by helicopter. The 
internet speculation was rabid 
about what became of Scott. It 
was finally confirmed he was 
killed by crocodiles on the banks 
of the Zambezi river. My heartfelt 
sorrow for his family can’t be fully 
expressed in print. However, when 
an appropriate time had passed, I 
contacted SS Pro Safaris and spoked 
to Scott’s brother Abel van Zyl. He 
communicated the hunt was still 
a go and he would be my outfitter. 
What a way to start a safari. 

As my departure date neared, all 
pre-trip planning, paper work, PT, 
guns, ammo and packing was done. 
We all dread the travel time to far off 
hunting destinations. It was a 37-hour 
trip, from my house in California, 
where I left SFO on Air France, with 
a layover in Paris, then Air France 
to Johannesburg South Africa 
culminating in a five-hour truck ride 
to the hunting lodge. Finally there, 
I was tired but exhilarated to be in 
Africa again. 

Day 1
The hunting lodge was up-scale 
compared to the hunting camps 
from my previous Zimbabwean 
hunts. Good beds, with electricity 
24/7 and en suite. I dropped my gear 
in my room and was introduced to 
the staff and my freelance PH, Carl 
Oosthuizen. Carl is 38 years old 
with 15 years of dangerous game 
experience under his belt. Tonight’s 
hunt would be in a 6X6 blind 
overlooking a bait pile 35 yards away 
from blind, lit up with red light and 
LED white light. 

At 6pm we were set up and waiting for 
darkness to fall -- and hopefully the 
arrival of the small cat menagerie. We 
didn’t have much action till 10:50pm 
when a big genet cat scurried through 
the lighted bait area. It dilly-dallied 
behind a tree not offering a clear shot 
before moving off on a mission into 
the night. That was the highlight of 
the night that got our blood pumping. 
Sitting in a small cramped blind for 
6 hrs after a long plane flight and not 
dozing off was impossible, only to 
awaken when my head tried to roll off 
my shoulders. We finally called it quits 
at midnight; at the lodge, I don’t even 
remember falling asleep.
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Day 2 
Today we are off to a different ranch 
to hunt from another blind. The 
ranch hand gathered up a sack of 
grain and drove us out to blind site. 
As Carl and I settled in, the driver 
placed several scoops of grain into 
a length of PVC pipe that’s securely 
chained to the ground. The modified 
PVC pipe would disperse a few 
kernels at a time as the animals 
worried the feeder. Ten minutes after 
the truck left, vervet monkeys came 
filtering in – they’re not interested in 
the bait, but it’s entertaining to watch 
their antics. Baboons and a female 
duiker also make an appearance. By 
noon that is all we have seen so we 
head back to the lodge for lunch 
and a much-needed nap before the 
evening hunt.

This night we are going to a different 
ranch than the night before. So far 
it seems that we change ranches 
for each of the hunts unless we get 
targeted animals coming in to that 
particular site. This site has lots of 
fresh bait including a whole impala 
hanging from a cable. 

They are using red light instead of 
the white LEDs, making it harder 
to see the baited area. The red 
lighting also messed with my vision 
as it’s angled a bit towards the 
blind causing a glaring starburst 
affect; it felt almost like I was on 
hallucinogenic drugs. There’s activity 
all around the blind but no action 
near the baited area. The winds are 
shifting constantly. Hoofed animals 
are passing past the blind but not in 
front where we can see them. I think 
they know the blind is occupied. At 
10pm we call it quits being cold and 
with no activity on the bait.

Day 3
Today we went to Carl’s sister’s 
ranch 15 minutes from the lodge 
where we very quickly spotted a 
dozen or so gemsbok. We drove past 
them, parked the truck, geared up 
and the tracker (“Innocent”) drove 
off with the truck another half-mile. 
The stalk is on! As we are moving 
in the general direction where the 
gemsbok were last seen, they spook 
and thundered off. We circle around 
in their direction; they’re on high 
alert and move off again. We play 
this game of hide and seek half a 
dozen times. Each time they stop Carl 
assesses if there’s a shooter in the 
herd, one looks to be the best of the 
best so we target him. 

We get a break after circling around 
them again. They’re moving through 
the open area we first spotted them 
with only a few trees and very little 
brush to hide behind. The bull we are 
tracking steps into the open. Getting 
into a sitting position with my short 
shooting sticks on the ready. Carl 
whistles loudly to stop the bull. The 
bull stops and is quartering away a 
bit. I can confirm with Carl that the 
second bull to the left of the tree is 
our bull, yes! BOOM! 

The bull reacted to the shot and runs 
off. We heard the bullet hit and call 
the shot good. We set off to follow 
up. He was on his feet 100 yards 
from where he was hit in some 
thick bush facing in our direction. I 
tried to take a second shot but had a 
very poor angle with the thick bush. 
Circling 150 yards to the right we see 
he is down on his right side. Upon 
moving up Carl comments on the 
good shot placement, that’s right 
where I was aiming just above the 
heart on his left side, exited on the 
front right shoulder. The Barnes 
TTSX bullet did its job. 

That evening we left to hunt at a 
new blind where we set up in an old 
cinder block building that had two 
bricks removed for a shooting port. 
As darkness fell we waited for the 
lights to come on at the bait station 
at 6:15pm. At 6:30 Carl went out to 
check on the lighting connection, all 
looks okay but no lights, Murphy’s 
Law. We concurred to call it a night 
and go back to camp to prepare for 
tomorrow’s stalk hunting on foot. 
Our plan is to be out of camp by 6am 
taking breakfast and a bag lunch with 
us to make a day of it. I’m looking 
forward to walking instead of sitting 
in a blind waiting for something to 
come us.

Day 4
We arrived at 9am, at a new ranch, 
and started walking but only saw 
a jackal and a jack rabbit after two 
hours of sneaking about. So, we set 
up at a water hole for the game to 
come to us. There were unbelievable 
numbers of birds using the 
waterhole. A dozen or so different 
species with 20 to 30,000 finches 
really making a ruckus with their 
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chirping. Only seven warthogs came 
to water; all were females and young. 
We decided to road hunt to try and 
locate some impala. 

We drove around for two hours 
seeing duikers, giraffes, kudu, 
steenbok, waterbuck, and zebra but 
no impala. Twenty minutes before 
sunset, Carl and I both spotted an 
impala buck at the same time. I 
bailed out of the truck and began 
stalking -- I caught up with him at 
100 yards facing us. 

On the sticks, sighting in on him he 
looks very small in the scope at 3 1/2 
power, so I look to turn the scope 
power up and Carl asked me if I 
could hit his white throat patch. Yes! 
Refocusing on the impala I found he 
had bugged out. 

We try to relocate him to no avail. 
Innocent said that three impala 
bucks came into the road and circled 
back into the paddock. We still have 
a chance to close the deal before 
light fails. Driving back the way we 
came, we spotted them where we first 
jumped them. Innocent drove the 
truck very slowly while Carl bailed 
out and I handed him my rifle and 
shooting sticks. I climbed over the 
tailgate and jumped onto the road, 
Carl looked a little concerned about 
the old man jumping from a moving 
truck. Then he was about 80 to 90 
yards away looking back at us on a 
very steep angle. I broke the trigger 
with the cross hairs on his midline 
shooting for the off shoulder. BOOM! 
He drops and bounces to his feet and 
runs off. We hoof it up the trail and 
come upon a one inch tree in the trail 
with a bullet hole through it, SHIT! 
Carl mutters, my sentiments exactly! 

I get up to where the impala was 

standing and keep going another 
50 yards and I pick up a piece of leg 
bone, not a good omen. Carl and 
Innocent track until 20 minutes 
after dark before calling it a day 
and marking the spot to follow-up 
tomorrow. On the 3-hour drive back 
to camp we are positive and hopeful 
we will find him in the morning.

Day 5
The next morning Carl and Innocent 
start tracking the meager blood 
trail. I follow Innocent and Carl was 
following another track. Innocent 
pointed out where the impala laid 
down and where the blood was 
deposited on the thorn bushes. 
Soon we hear two shots several 
hundred yards away. We headed in 
that direction, and several minutes 
later heard a third shot, radio 
communication indicated Carl 
may have put the animal down and 
Innocent was to bring the truck. I 
came upon Carl in the bush where he 
fired the last shot. 

Together we headed 50 yards down 
the trail and come upon the impala. 
My heart is lighter now. This impala 
will be utilized as a leopard kill to add 
realism to the diorama displaying my 
leopard. 

After dinner it’s time to head back to 
the blind site where we saw the large 
spotted genet cat. We brought extra 
bait from the impala: guts and lungs. 

The personnel that run the hunting 
concession had added additional bait 
and fresh batteries for lights to the bait 
site. They said it wouldn’t last all night 
but should be good for four hours 
or so. It’s 5:50pm and we are ready. 
Sitting quietly and still, trying to keep 
alert and not going into inattentive 

daydreaming. Time drags slowly on as 
our butts and legs go numb. 

Catching movement to the right, 
Carl whispers get ready something 
is coming in. Quickly positioning 
my .222 rifle on the sticks, a monster 
honey badger fills the void to the 
right of the bait. It grabs something 
from the bait pile and drags it back 
into the darkness. The red light is 
fading fast dimly lighting the baited 
area. The badgers moving behind 
some trees offer no shot and vanishes 
into the darkness. WOW! What a 
sight, the badger looked more than 
4 feet long: long legged, black body 
with a broad snow-white back stripe 
from head to tail. 

Going back into a sitting-waiting 
mode, 20 minutes go by and the 
badger comes back. Carl said 
something but I was way ahead of 
him. The badger inches in towards 
the bait, both lights are barely 
glowing. Cross hairs are on the 
badger but I can’t make them out on 
the black badger. Carl excitedly tells 
me to SHOOT NOW! Hesitating for 
what seemed like an eternity aligning 
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the sights with the fore leg, raising 
and lowering the cross hairs off the 
badger’s body I time it to center 
height. BOOM! 

Walking quickly towards the badger 
we admire it, it’s a large female! We 
shot the wrong badger in the crappy 
light. Talking for a few moments, 
Carl looks up shinning the light 15 
feet in front of him, SHIT! Jumping 
back, another badger is coming 
towards us. It stops when the light 
hits it, squints his eyes, and comes 
towards us again unafraid. We 
backpedaled towards the blind, Carl 
snatched up our badger as we retreat. 
Neither one of us want to tangle with 
a honey badger in the dark as they 
will FUBAR (attack) you as they have 
no fear of anything. It was the huge 
male badger traveling with a female. 
Murphy’s Law strikes again!

The next hour drags on and at 7:55 
I call it a night as neither of us can 
keep awake; we are losing focus and 
concentration as we are aching from 
this sitting safari. 

Day 6
Today we’ll be dropping off two 
hunters and their PH at Jo’Berg 
airport on our way to the Free State. 
Two thirds of the way there we come 
to a mandatory detour that puts us on 
a frontage road through a small town. 

We ended up in the middle of a strike 
demonstration! It took a while but, 
finally, the police let us through.

After we dropped off the other 
hunting party on the highway again, 
just the two of us, Carl and I start 
to decompress and feel a calmness 
overcoming us. It’s really a good 
feeling to be away from the strikers 
and the chaos of the airport terminal. 

The proprietor and the staff come 
out to greet us to the Winborough 
Guest House, which is basically an 
upscale motel. We were led to our 
rooms which are very much luxury 
accommodations compared to the 
basic Motel 6 type room I expected. 

In the evening we head out for 
the hunt. The owner of the area 
introduces himself as H.W. We 
discuss with him what species we 
went to hunt and how to best go 
about it. H.W. suggests that we go 
to hunt black wildebeeste now as 
we still have an hour of daylight left. 
Then tonight we’ll go spotlighting to 
see if we can find a caracal and serval; 
cats that are on my high priority wish 
list. We get directions to the portion 
of the ranch that has wildebeeste, 
sable and springbuck. It doesn’t take 
us long to find the high fenced 1,500-
acre paddock. 

Carl and I enter the wide-open 
paddock, rolling grass land with no 
cover to speak of, that has a high 
rocky ridge line with some scattered 
trees in the distance. We walked 
500 yds to an out building to assess 
the situation and make a plan. 
Innocent drove the truck along the 
outer fence line parameter to see if 
he could move the wildebeeste herd 
from where they were watching us 
a half mile away. 

That got things going as the 
wildebeeste stampeded across the 
paddock. We attempted to belly 
crawl up on them several times 
but they always spooked, running 
off doing the crazy antics they 
are known for, entertaining but 
not getting us anywhere close 
enough to access them. With only 
20 minutes of daylight left the 
wildebeeste charge up the rocky 
slope, stopping just below the  
ridge line and milling about.  
Here’s our opportunity! 

Jogging at a 45-degree angle toward 
the rocky ridge we scramble and 
stumble up the 400-foot slope and 
begin side-hilling in the direction 
of the wildebeeste using a few 
scattered trees for cover. We run 
out of cover at 240 yards and the 
wildebeeste are getting antsy and 
start moving out. I plant the tall 
shooting sticks as Carl instructs 
me to shoot the fifth animal from 
the right and three down, the one 
walking quartering away. Boom! 

Pandemonium as the herd explodes 
into action. I am keeping track of 
my wildebeeste in the chaos; he 
slows and starts stumbling and 
goes down. 

Carl slaps me on the back and says 
great shot. 

– Editor’s Note: This is the first part  

of Buck’s fantastic African safari story. 

See the rest of the story in the next issue!
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FREE RANGE

Arrive Nov 10, 2018

Hunt Nov 11-14, 2018

Depart Nov 15, 2018 

$2,000 per person

$500 to hold your  

spot

Only 6 Spots 
Available!

One of the SFBA 
Chapter members' 
favorite hunts! 
This is a perfect 
chapter hunt. 

Many members go 
to Tim's each year while others find the 
comeraderie of a chapter hunt at Tim's too 
much fun to pass up! Great for the well-
traveled experienced hunter or for the first-
time hunter. An excellent experience for family 
hunting as well!

Reich Ranch

Tim Reich, Owner

Register at the SFBA website

www.safariclub-sfbay.org

CHAPTER HUNT 2018
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AN EPIC ALASKAN ADVENTURE – BY BEVERLY VALDEZ

Flying in the Cessna 185 

from McCarthy to the 

Ultima Thule Lodge I still 

can’t believe my good luck 

— winning an exciting hunt 

in Alaska at the 2017 CA 

WSF fundraiser was beyond 

surprising. I had never even 

bought a ticket! Unbeknown 

to me, my partner John 

Ware bought tickets in my 

name. After I won I started 

dreaming of what this 

adventure would be like 

— I dreamed about it and 

planned it for the few short 

months I had leading up to 

this very minute.

Ultima Thule Outfitters (UTO) is very 
well known for Dall sheep hunting, 
especially among Wild Sheep 
Foundation members and partners. I 
can see why as I spot dozens of Dall 
sheep below us on what appears to 
be soft rolling pasture hillsides. [I 
know intuitively, and later confirm 
empirically, how steep and difficult 
these hillsides really are!] The sheep 
appear first as white dots along the 
horizon and then, as we get closer, the 
lambs, ewes, and rams begin to show 
their characteristics. The plane, flown 
skillfully by Paul Claus, a pioneer of 
Alaska bush piloting and owner of the 
beautiful Ultima Thule Lodge, curves 
in to get a better look at the sheep and 
my heart sings to see them!

But I am not here to hunt Dall sheep 
so that dream remains to come true. 
I am here to hunt one of the most 
massive animals on earth —North 
American free range bison! The 
hunt I won was the Governor’s bison 
tag. Ultima Thule Lodge and UTO 
guide Jay Stanford donated the hunt 
outfitting, for which I am very grateful 

– I would never have been able to take 
the hunt without that assistance. In 
addition, CA WSF Director (and UTO 
guide himself) Don Martin was along. 
John, of course, had to come along 
even though he sprained his ankle 
badly just days before we arrived and 
hobbled most of the trip. I also want 
to thank Zack Walton — his blog 
had a posting of his very own bison 
hunt that gave me much information 
and pointed me to a great book 
(Steve Rinella’s American Buffalo: 
In Search of a Lost Icon) which I 
read in preparation for the hunt with 
both excitement and trepidation — 
stripping to cross a glacial runoff fed 
river? Not on my agenda!

We arrived at the Lodge after a day 
of driving about four hours and 
then that nice short plane trip where 
we were met by Ellie Claus, Paul’s 
daughter. This personal touch is 
something that permeates the Lodge 
in everything. It is a family-owned 
and run business and when you 

arrive you become one of the family. 
The Lodge is as beautiful and homey 
as the photos make it appear. Having 
oogled those photos for many years I 
was so happy to finally see the Lodge 
up close! We would only spend one 
night at the lodge before being flown 
out to our camp in the wilderness but 
going back for a wilderness retreat is 
high on my bucket list! 

That afternoon we did some shooting 
to make sure I could actually 
hit a bison — after a couple of 
adjustments on the Nikon scope, I 
was in the zone with the .375 and Jay, 
Don, and I all felt like I could take a 
good shot. This rifle and scope was 
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one that John bought at an estate sale 
some years before but we had never 
needed to use it until this hunt. I had 
done some practice with it during 
the summer but not really lugged it 
around much or had it in any kind of 
weather. More on this later! 

The next day we flew about 20 miles 
into the Chitina River valley, in the 
Ultima Thule Super Cub planes. 
Smaller and lighter, these planes 
can land on almost anything — they 
fly with only one passenger and the 
pilot. Don and Jay had gone out first 
so by the time John and I arrived the 
tents had been set up. Since there is 
a state law that prohibits hunting on 
the same day as flying (maintaining 
a no-advantage for humans ethic), 
we spent the afternoon finishing 
preparation of the camp and getting 
our gear ready. 

Jay and Don had done everything to 
make me (and John) comfortable in 
the tent. It was relatively large and 
there were cots and pads with warm 
sleeping bags, a little propane heater, 
and chairs that were remarkably 
comfortable. But no matter how we 
organized things we had so much 
gear that it always felt crowded. By 
comparison, Don and Jay were in a 
little two-man backpack tent, had more 
gear plus all the food for all of us, and 
never seemed to run out of room! 

John and I had purchased Scarpa 

boots for the trip along with other 
gear. They are the best for going 
across glaciers, they were on Don’s 
list of what to bring for a normal Dall 
sheep hunt, but we really weren’t at 
glacier level. Overall, during the day, 
it was pretty warm. John planned to 
wear the Scarpas to protect his ankle 
and that worked well for him over the 
next four days of hunting. I brought 
my trusty boots that have taken me 
hunting on three continents thinking 
that if there wasn’t snow I should be 
okay. I didn’t take into account the 
river! Over the course of the next four 
days we would cross various parts of 
the Chitina numerous times — at 
first I tried to pick my way across 
on rocks. Then I would have John 
bring my Scarpas in the backpack 
and stop to change to them for river 
crossing. Neither one of these were 
good solutions. After the second day 
out Don called the Lodge and asked 
to have some hip boots brought out. 
That worked great except they were a 
bit big for me so I fashioned an insert 
from hand warmers and a little toe 

AN EPIC ALASKAN ADVENTURE – BY BEVERLY VALDEZ

John and Beverly’s  
Year of Plenty

At the start of the year John 
and I had two major hunts 
planned. This is usually what 
we do so that time and money 
are available to enjoy those 
hunts. Often we add small game 
weekend hunts nearby.

We had an Argentina hunt 
scheduled for early summer and 
were successful in bidding on a 
British Columbia moose hunt at 
the annual SCI Greater Bay Area 
fundraiser. Maybe we would add 
a fall turkey hunt. We thought 
we were set!

But this year turned out 
completely different than planned. 

At the California Wild Sheep 
Foundation I was completely 
surprised to win an Alaska bison 
Govenor’s tag and hunt support 
by Ultima Thule Outfitters. Why 
was I so surprised? I never put in 
a ticket to win! John had entered 
me for the hunt. Okay, that works 
— there’s enough time between 
the three hunts to still be able to 
take them all.

Then the draw successes started 
being published. John does a 
really good job managing our 
draws and over the past three-
four years we’ve been really lucky. 
John got the only mountain goat 
tag in Montana and I drew a New 
Mexico premier zone elk tag where 
we both were successful. Plus we 
drew excellent Wyoming deer tags 
but ate tag soup on those.
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guard from one of my boots. Ahhh — 
by the fourth day I could finally trek 
and cross the river without taking 
time to change footwear. 

And it’s a good thing too! 

On the first day of hunting we were 
able to see a big herd and we did a 
lot of sneaking up on them, heading 
out across the valley and then back in 
towards them. We got close enough 
that I actually was on the tripod and 
about ready to shoot when the herd 
started moving. First it was one or two 
that were on the move, then suddenly 
the entire herd was running, some 
this way and some that. When the air 
cleared we saw that one part of the 
herd had headed around us and most 
likely were going to be going right 
past our camp site! But it would take 
us a lot of time to get back there. The 
other part of the herd went in the 
opposite direction and headed toward 
a low forested area so we tracked them 
for a while, trying to get ahead of 
them and able to take a shot. It didn’t 
work and we headed back to camp, 

wondering what had made them 
scatter and ready to hunt another 
day. Later we found fresh wolf tracks, 
and suspect that we weren’t the only 
hunters the bison were escaping.

Hunting is in the Wrangell St. Elias 
National Preserve, part of Wrangell 
St. Elias National Park’s 13.2 Million 
acres, where this is, it’s hard to 
grapple with the size and scope of 
the landscape. To give you an idea of 
the distance, going “across the valley” 
was about 3 miles in a straight line. 
Over the course of our four days of 
hunting we hiked about 15 miles. Our 
camp was in the shadow of Gibraltar 
Hill. At just over 1,900 ft, it can be 
climbed and Jay and Don did just that 
to find the bison. The elevation wasn’t 
bad — the almost vertical ascent to 
get there was too much for me! 

Day two and I’m awake at 4 am 
wondering if that’s a moose or bear 
outside the tent but more importantly, 
wondering if today will be the day. 
Yesterday I had my first glimpse of 
how big these massive animal are, 
would I really be getting one? We 
headed out after Jay and Don did some 
scouting from the top of Gibraltar 
without seeing anything. It was a 
little bit colder and somewhat drizzly. 
Where had the two sections of the herd 
gone? We went around Gibraltar to the 
other side, where another huge valley 
gave some idea of what this river had 
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John and Beverly’s  
Year of Plenty (continued.)

Even so, we were not expecting 
much from this year’s draw. In 
many cases we put in for “points 
only” to increase our odds in 
future years.

Imagine our surprise when I drew 
a California X-zone tag! The 
season overlaps with the bison 
hunt but I’ll make some time to 
go hunt at least three days. I 
have a nice California blacktail 
from my hunt with Arrow Five so 
I would be happy to just get a 
meat deer. 

Next we were notified that we had 
both drawn black powder deer 
tags in the Oregon Applegate area 
(zone 28). This has a really long 
season and it overlaps with the 
end of the California X-zone so 
now we know we’ll only have a 
short time for that hunt.

Then another surprise — John 
was drawn for New Mexico oryx! 
What is going on? These are 
pretty rare tags and we get them? 
The oryx season is in December, 
close to when we had scheduled 
the BC moose hunt and right at 
the tail end of the Oregon season. 
Now we have a real problem. Both 
oryx and moose hunts deserve 
our best and we should drive to 
both to be able to bring trophy 
and meat home. I contacted 
the BC moose outfitter (chapter 
friend Frank Badey of Omenica 
Outfitters) and he agrees to let 
me take the hunt in 2018. Whew!

Now we had hunt seasons back 
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been like in the Ice Age. We posted 
up at a place where we could see two 
valley areas and waited for anything to 
show — the afternoon was a bit rainy 
but not bad. We could see both where 
the herd had originally been spotted 
and where one group might have been. 
We didn’t see anything all afternoon, 
although I did hope to see at least a 
moose or bear — it is great country 
for both of those. Jay saw a moose in 
the distance as we were heading in 
for the night but I couldn’t find him. 
The bison seemed to have disappeared 
overnight. Don posited that we may 
need to move camp down the valley 
since a 12 mile hike would be too 
much for me. 

Day three and I was up early again, 
not hearing anything but just anxious 
to get a bison or see one today. We 
walked around Gibraltar and didn’t 
see anything. It was raining a bit 
harder and Jay and Don decided 
it might be best if we spent the 
afternoon deciding what to do about 
two things: my boots and moving 
camp. Don called the Lodge to get 
someone to bring boots out for me 
and also to see if they would see the 
herd anywhere along the way. Once 
the plane was in the air we could not 
hunt until the next day. After talking 
things over with Loni, one of the 

UTO excellent pilots, the decision 
was to stay and hunt this area another 
day. John and I enjoyed the afternoon 
spent at camp but I was worried that 
my lack of preparedness meant I 
wouldn’t get a bison. I knew I was 
running out of time (it was a five day 
hunt) and I wanted to get one early 
enough that we could try to entice a 
bear to come in for Don’s hunt. 

Day four I was waiting and it was 
now full out raining in the early 
morning. Don, as usual, brought 
some coffee to John and I to enjoy 
as we got ready to go out (that was a 
great treat!). He said we should just 
stay in for a while until he and Jay 
had a look at what might be out there. 
They went in opposite directions to 
see if they could find either one of 
the herds. Within minutes of them 
leaving to scout Jay came running 
by the tent and yelled to me to get 
ready — he’d seen a big bison “just 
out from the camp”. Whoo-hoo! I was 
ready! Don and Jay came back and we 
hustled out — about a mile and a half 

— until we were ready to do some 
sneaking. John stayed behind with 
packs and gear as he had previously 
agreed to do that so he wouldn’t add 
more noise/people to the final stalk 
that might interfere with success. 

The big bull had a younger, smaller 
bull shadowing him and we needed 
to get in front of both of them 
without being visible. We reached 
a knoll at about 200 yards from the 
path they appeared to be taking and 
I got the rifle on the tripod. Looking 
through the scope I was amazed to 
find that I could barely see — and 
I couldn’t figure out why. Don had 
told me once we got into position to 
shoot and keep shooting, these are 
big animals and you need to make 

sure to get them down quickly. I 
did that but was having a hard time 
seeing exactly where my shots went. 
At last, after a couple of shots, I heard 
a TWACK letting me know I had hit 
something. The big bull was limping 

— I had hit him in the ankle. The 
smaller bull didn’t panic but kept 
walking along. 

Then came what Don Martin would 
say was “a bit of a rodeo” — and what 
I would call running and gunning. We 
had to run to get ahead of him and 
I shot again. Then one more time — 
by this time I realized the reason I 
couldn’t see through the scope was 
because it was completely fogged over 
on the inside! When we were within 
about 50 yards and I needed to take 
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to back from early October to mid 
December! And three out of four 
required pretty extensive travel.

We were 50% successful — I 
managed to get a bison in Alaska 
and John got an oryx in New 
Mexico (see stories in this issue 
of BaseCamp). But both deer 
hunts were a bust — we did not 
have time to adequately scout the 
areas so, even though we hunted 
hard, we were not successful. The 
Applegate area was particularly 
difficult due to the unique 
“supermoon” phase. A supermoon 
is a full moon about 14 per cent 
bigger and 30 per cent brighter 
than usual making it much better 
for game to browse at night 
rather than during hunting hours. 

We were disappointed about the 
deer but very excited and happy 
to have successfully hunted the 
bison and oryx.
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that final shot, Don quickly removed 
my rifle and put his in place so I could 
actually see where I was shooting. 
Finally the bull was down and I was 
relieved! It wasn’t as clean as I like 
it to be but it was a success! He was 
beautiful and massive! I hugged Jay 
so many times and so hard I’m sure I 
must have broken a rib — and I was 
almost in tears. This epic adventure 
was one I never imagined to have and 
couldn’t imagine NOT having once it 
was done!

Then the work started. Don called the 
Lodge to let them know of our success. 
Don and Jay did most of the field 
dressing with a little help from John. 
I gathered firewood and kept a warm 
fire going. Loni flew out and brought 
some wonderful warm food and a 
camp chair for me to enjoy. Everyone 
was amazed at the size of the bull. 
Paul flew out to see it himself and 
take photos — he is a world class 
photographer as well as an ace pilot. 
While he was there a seagull flew in 
to grab a bite to eat before the rest of 
the scavengers came. Since it’s about 
a hundred miles to the nearest coast, 
we all wondered what in the world 
he was doing there! We had a great 
afternoon getting the field dressing 
done, the meat was flown back to 
the lodge and the gut pile was left as 
a tasty treat for a lucky bear to come 
upon and have a good time, maybe 
stay awhile until Don had him in his 
sights! 

One of the main things John and 
I wanted to know — where did my 
shots hit? Well, one in the ankle as 
we knew. Two in the heart/lung. And, 
wouldn’t you know it, one in the 
penile sheath. John just had to share 
with Jay and Don how I had become 
the infamous “penis-killer” when we 

were hunting in Argentina earlier in 
the year. But that is a different story 
(see Summer 2017 BaseCamp). 

We spent the night at the camp 
hoping to hear or see a grizzly for 
Don. We knew time was running out 

— Don had to be back in California 
for a tule elk hunt and the Lodge had 
shut down for the season so they 
were already winterizing before we 
left for the camp. 

The next morning Jay and Don 
scouted for a bear and saw one across 
the valley. We spent the better part 
of the day watching for him but he 
never came close to the gut pile and 
we knew it was time to leave. We 
flew back to the Lodge where we had 
a great evening meal with our UTO 
Lodge family celebrating our hunt by 
eating fresh bison.

The next day we flew into McCarthy 
in the Turbine Otter. It felt like a 
huge plane compared with the Super 
Cubs! We made our way back to 
Anchorage with a stop along the way 
at the Glennallen ADFG offices to 
submit paperwork.

Once in Anchorage, Don kept 
giving us good advice by taking us 
to a taxidermist he has used and 
we already knew about the Alaska 
Sausage Company since one of John’s 
childhood friends owns it. Then it 
was time to go our separate ways. 

As always, the intensity of the hunt 
brings people together more than 
almost any other positive activity. I 
can’t thank Jay and Don enough 
for helping me to have an epic 
adventure! 

And, as with most hunting 
experiences I came away having 
learned a lot, both about myself and 
about hunting. Even when Don or 
Jay was not giving me direct advice 

— and there was a lot of that — there 
were also lessons learned just from 
following them around. Checking 
the weather and the environment is 
critical — even when you have a very 
good guide that can give you general 
information, the specifics matter. 
Going fast across a stream is much 
better than going slow. Bringing 
multi-use tools and clothes is critical 
when you need to carry and/or pack it 
into a very small amount. Dehydrated 
food is much better than it ever was 
in the days when I was backpacking. 
My own personal issue is losing hope 
of finding anything. Without John 
there to remind me that we still had 
three days or two days or even one 
more day, my negative thoughts would 
have certainly been my downfall and I 
would not have been prepared on that 
last morning!

AN EPIC ALASKAN ADVENTURE – BY BEVERLY VALDEZ
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – BY BILL GAINES, GAINES & ASSOCIATES

The California State 

Legislature completed their 

2017 Session – the first year 

of the two-year 2017/2018 

Session – on September 

15th, with some bills of 

interest and concern passing 

on to the Governor’s desk, 

some failing, while further 

consideration of others 

was pushed back to 2018. 

Governor Jerry Brown had 

until October 15th, to act 

on bills placed on his desk 

by the Legislature. Below is 

a recap of the final fate of 

two bills of importance to 

the California Chapter of 

the Wild Sheep Foundation 

and others in the wildlife 

conservation community. 

AB 7 (Gipson) – Open Carry of Long 
Guns: Current law prohibits, with 
some exceptions, openly carrying 
a handgun or a long gun outside a 
vehicle while in a public place or on 
a public street of an “incorporated” 
city or city and county, or while in 
an “prohibited area” where it is 
unlawful to discharge a firearm. 
As amended in September, AB 7 – 
legislation by Assembly Member 
Mike Gipson (D/64-Carson) – would 
extend that law to also make it 
illegal to carry an unloaded long 
gun in a public place or on a public 

street within a “prohibited area” 
located within the “unincorporated 
area” of a county. 

AB 1527 (Portantino), which passed 
in 2012, banned openly carrying 
long guns in incorporated areas – 
but the legislation did not include 
unincorporated areas because 
it was known that people were 
more likely to be carrying long 
guns in those areas for hunting, 
shooting or ranching purposes. 
Proponents of AB 7 argued there 
are areas within urban areas which 
are unincorporated – including 
large unincorporated areas of 
Los Angeles County that are 
surrounded by incorporated areas. 
The intent of AB 7 was to also ban 
long guns in these areas, referred 
to as “doughnut holes”. 

AB 7 passed through the Assembly 
early this year by party-line vote, and 
off the Assembly Floor in April. The 
bill then passed through the Senate, 
and off the Senate Floor to the 
Governor’s desk for his consideration 
in early September.

In late September, CA WSF joined 
with 13 other wildlife conservation 
groups in a letter to Governor Brown 
urging him to veto AB 7. Among 
other things, the request for veto 
pointed out that California already 
has some of the most severe laws in 
the nation regarding the ownership 
and possession of firearms; and that 
the additional restrictions proposed 
by AB 7 were not only unnecessary, 
but they would only impact law-
abiding hunters and shooters – not 
the criminals or the gun violence 
the bill proposes to target. The letter 
further argued that – although those 
with a valid hunting license would 

receive some exemptions – under 
the provisions of AB 7, a hunter 
or shooter could be committing a 
serious crime simply by carrying 
his or her unloaded rifle or shotgun 
to the gunsmith or on their way 
to a sporting goods store – should 
they unknowingly pass through a 
prohibited area.  

Regardless of the efforts of CA WSF 
and our allies to secure a veto of 
the bill, Governor Brown signed 
AB 7 into law on October 13th.  In 
his signing message, the Governor 
stated that AB 7 “does not in any way 
alter the dozens of current provisions 
of law that allow gun-owners to 
openly carry long guns in common 
everyday situations.” The Governor 
did not provide any more specificity. 

SB 464 (Hill) – Firearms Dealers: 
Storage and Security: Existing law 
requires firearms dealers to store 
all inventory firearms at a licensed 
location when not open for business, 
and for each firearm to be secured 
by: a) storing the firearm in a secure 
facility that is all or part of the 
firearms dealer’s business premises; 
b) securing the firearm with a 
steel rod or cable with specified 
features; or c) storing the firearm in 
a locked fireproof safe or vault in the 
business premises. As amended in 
July, SB 464 – legislation by Senator 
Jerry Hill (D/13-San Mateo) – would 
require dealers who sell firearms 
at a street level location, and who 
secure firearms at their location 
with the steel rod or cable method, 
to install concrete or hardened steel 
bollards or other devices with a 
similar structural integrity to protect 
the location’s front entrance, any 
floor-to-ceiling windows, and any 
other doors that could be breached 
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by a vehicle. If a safe or vault 

method is used, SB 464 would 

require the safe to meet specified 

safety standards established by the 

Attorney General. The bill would 

also authorize the dealer to secure 

the firearms by storing them in 

a shatter-proof display case, in a 

windowless room without a door 

accessing the outside of the building, 

or by use of a steel roll-down door 

or security gate or in a locked gun 

rack. Finally, the bill would also 

require the dealer to install steel roll-

down doors on perimeter doors and 

floor-to-ceiling windows, if the other 

securing methods described above 

are not used. 

SB 464 passed through Senate 

Committees earlier this year and 

off the Senate Floor in late May on 

party-line votes. On the Assembly 

side, SB 464 again passed through 

on party-line votes – clearing the 

Assembly Floor in late August. 

After a quick trip back to the 

Senate to concur with Assembly 

amendments, the bill was on its 

way to the Governor’s desk.   

In late September, CA WSF again 

joined with 13 other wildlife 

conservation groups in a letter 

to Governor Brown urging him 

to veto SB 464. The request for 

veto argued that California law 

already requires firearms dealers 

to store their inventory in a “secure 

facility” which, as defined, includes 

numerous security precautions 

– all of which must be satisfied. 

Further the letter stated that SB 

464 would impose additional 

security requirements costing tens 

of thousands of dollars on most 

firearms dealers, and although 

larger firearms dealers may be able 

to absorb these costs, SB 464 would 

have a devastating financial impact 

on most smaller dealers – driving 

many of them out of business. 

On October 13th, Governor Jerry 

Brown vetoed SB 464. In his veto 

message, the Governor noted that 

state law already requires that 

firearms dealers enact security 

measures to avoid theft. He stated 

that local jurisdictions can – and 

have – gone further by adding 

specific requirements, and that 

local authorities are in the best 

position to determine what 

additional security measures may 

be needed in their jurisdiction.  

Lawmakers will reconvene for 

the second year of the 2017/2018 

Legislative Session on Wednesday, 

January 3, 2018.

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – BY BILL GAINES, GAINES & ASSOCIATES

Buying ammo online or through catalogs about 
to change. Starting January 1, 2018:

Vendors must have Department of Justice approval to sell ammo – 
Current retailers with an ammo supply may stop providing ammunition 
altogether due to the process of getting DOJ consent. For hunters and 
shooters in rural areas who rely on mom-and-pop sporting goods 
stores, they may need to seek out a new supplier as well as plan on 

driving a lot farther to find the ammunition of their choice.

Importing ammunition – Californians must go to an ammunition vendor that has been approved by 
the DOJ. If a resident orders ammunition from a website, the ammo in question must be sent to an 
approved vendor for the consumer to pick up. Purchasing ammunition out of state and then returning 
to California runs the risk of carrying a misdemeanor charge of transporting ammo across state lines.

Transferring ammunition – For anyone who has ammunition they are looking to part with, you will 
need to enlist a DOJ-approved vendor to complete the transaction, same way you would transfer a 
firearm to a new owner.
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Spectacular ranch on approx. 4,915 acres. Two gorgeous, main 
homes are built from logs.  They both enjoy an in-ground heated 
pool surrounded by a large custom deck; a pool house with a kitch-
en area & bathroom and a large covered BBQ for grand cookouts.  
Abundant water here, with year around Cow Creek and a giant res-
ervoir.  The ranch has very nice horse facilities including a barn, 
large arena, round walker next to the lake and more.  For the cattle, 
there are squeeze chutes, a livestock scale, livestock shed, a work-
ing shaded area, a pole feed barn, fencing, cross-fencing and more. 
There is also great hunting here, a hunter's cabin plus large clean-
ing station and cooler, a hay barn, a 3/2 rental house with garage, a 
dog kennel & a shop. $7,995,000  

Beautiful & Spacious 94 +/- acres enjoy privacy and proximity to 
the Trinity River. Two homes, excellent hunting, substantial mar-
ketable timber, abundant water, very large pond, creek irrigation 
rights, fenced orchard with 6 different varieties of fruit trees and 
outbuildings for your tools, hobbies or toys. One of the homes 
utilized the original iconic red barn and still retains the amazing 
open beam barrel ceilings.  The ranch is located close enough to 
town to be convenient and with enough spacious acreage for the 
privacy you crave!   This has been in one family for many        
decades, and now is available for your generations of memories.  
$1,495,000 

This is a 106 +/-  acre gentleman’s working ranch, fenced and 
cross-fenced, with abundant water, nice pasture land, a 4 stall 
horse barn & a large arena that includes a chute and squeeze to 
load one’s livestock.  The amazing 2 bedroom, 2 bath home has 
been designed to drink in the panoramic views, with a large, 
vaulted, open-beam, octagonal living room, vista windows and a 
wrap-around view deck.  There is also a 2 bedroom, 1 bath guest 
house.  Much ranch equipment is included with the sale, the town 
is nearby for convenience but the ranch enjoys privacy, plus 
USFS land on 2 sides.  The airport is only 2 miles away, for ease 
of access.  Motivated Seller!  Just reduced to $1,299,000 

 

PANORAMIC VIEW HOME   Trinity County, CA 

Been dreaming of someday living where nature and privacy sur-
round you?  With room to hunt and play, and some extra bed-
rooms for friends or family to visit?  This 4 bedroom, 2 bath cus-
tom home on 24 acres has phenomenal views and was built to 
enjoy them, with large windows, a Master balcony and a large 
main deck.  The acreage is comprised of 4 separate legal parcels 
and includes small ponds plus a one-acre catfish pond.  The own-
er will consider selling just the home on 5 acres for $450,000, or 
enjoy it all for $799,000. 

COW CREEK RANCH 
Shasta County, CA 

HAWKINS BAR RANCHETTE 
Trinity County, CA 

SNOWLINE RANCH 
Trinity County, CA 
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